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States; said land to be entered at the proper land office free | 
of cost or charge, and to be selected out of any unappropria- | 
qed land of the United States which may be subject to sale | 
at private entry, And the jegal representatives of each of 
the aforesaid officers and soldiers who may not be living at | 
the time this act shall take effect shall be entitled to receive | 
the bounty of one hundred and sixty acres herein provided | 
gor?? -* 
Mr. VANCE moved an amendment as a new | 
section, providing (as was understood by the Re- || 
orter) for the satisfaction of the Virginia military | 
Sasity land claims. | 
The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of | 


order. | 


Mr. PHELPS moved to strike out all of the || 
substitute of the Select Committee, and insert the || 
following in lieu thereof: 


“Be it enacted, &c., That, from and after the first day of || 
May last, and until the termination of the war with Mexico, | 
the monthly pay of the nou-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, and privates, ef the army of the United States, and 
militia and volanteers in the service of the same, shail be 
increased three dollars per monti each. 

“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That each non-com- 
missioned officer, musician, and private, who has volunteer- 
ed since the first of May last for less than twelve months, |) 
and who shall have gone inte the service and continued 
therein until honorably discharged, shall be entitled to a 
warrant tor eighty acres of land belonging to the United | 
States subject to entry at the date of said warrant. | 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That any non-com-’|| 
missioned officer, musician, or private, who has volunteer- | 
ed or may volunteer in the service of the United States | 


| for twelve months or during the war with Mexico, since the | 


first day of May last, and who has gone or may go into 
actual service and continne therein until honorably dis- || 
charged, shall be entitled to a warrant for one hundred and | 
sixty acres of land, with the privilege of entering the same | 
on any land belonging to the United States and subject to 
private eatry at the date of said warrant. 

“Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That each non-com- 
missioned officer, musician, and private, of the regular army, 
who, on the seventh day of May Jast, had Jess than twelve || 
months to serve, and who has been or may be engaged in 
the war against Mexico, and who has served or may serve | 
in the army until he is honorably discharged, shall be enti- 
Wed to a warrant for eighty acres of land belonging to the 
United States, subject to private entry at the date of said 
warrant. 

“Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That each non-com- 
missioned officer, musician, and private, of the regular army, 
who, on the seventh day of May last had twelve months 
orlonger to serve, and has been, or may be, engaged in the 
war against Mexico, and bas served, or may serve, until he 
is honorably discharged ; and each non-commissioned officer, 
musician, and piivate, who, since that time, has inlisted, or 
may inlist, and who has been engaged, or may be engaged, 
in the war against Mexico, and shall serve until he is honor- 
ably discharged, shall be entitled to a warrant for one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of Jand belonging to the United States, 
subject to private entry at the date of said warrant. 

“Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any non-com- 
missioned officer, musician, or private, of the regular army 
engaged in the war with Mexico, or any non commissioned 
officer, musician, or private, in the volunteer service of the 
United States, after having been mustered into the service, | 
has been, or shall be, killed, or has died, or shall die, in the 
service, his wife and child or children, if there be any; if 
none, then his father; and if no father, then his mother, |, 
shall be entitied to receive a warrant for one hundred and 
sixty acres of land belonging to the United States, subject to | 
private entry at the date of said warrant. 

“ Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of | 
War, for the time being, shall, from time to time, issue | 
warrants for the military land bounties to the persons en- 
titled thereto by this act: Provided, always, That such war- | 
rants shall be issued only in the names of the persons thus | 
entitled, and not until after the close of the existing war 
with Mexico, and shall be by them, or their representatives, | 
applied for within five years after the said persons are en- | 


> 





tied thereto.” 


The above proposition of Mr. Pueirs was 
agreed to: Ayes 84, noes 46. 

And the question was then taken on agreeing to | 
the substitute of the select committee, as thus 
amended, and it was agreed to. 

The committee rose and reported the bill | 


} 


| 
| 
| 
amended to the House; and 
Mr. BOYD moved to amend the amendment 
reported by the Committee of the Whole, by add- 
ing the following proviso: 
“ Provided, That nothing eontained in this act shall be | 
construed to give bounty land to such volunteers as were | 
received into serviee and disc without being marched 
to the seat of war; and that the sum of three hundred thou- 
— ae and the same is poe egeeenenet ) Bata 
1a by the Secre ‘ar to provide for 
comfort of dise 7 schitors Wo may be landed at New 
Orleans so disabl sickness or wounds received in the 
service as to be u to proceed to their homes, and to 
furnish means te forward destitute soldiers to theirhomes.”’ 


Mr. BOYD moved the previous question. 
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| was then read and agreed to. 


| tion, which was seconded, and the main question | 


| the question, which were taken, and were: Yeas 
| 171, nays 18. | 


| erhoff, Brodhead, Milton Brown, William G. Brown, Buf- 
| fington, William W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, 
| Catheart, John G. Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben 


| worth, Erdman, Edwin fl. Ewing, Faran, Ficklin, Foot, 
| Foster, Fries, Gentry, Giles, Gordon, Graham, Grider, Gro- 







Mr. VINTON moved to lay the bill and amend- | 
ments on the table. 
The question was decided in the negative, by | 
yeas and nays, as follows: Yeas 27, nays 150. 
Mr. McKAY rose to a question of order, as to 
the latter part of Mr. Boyp’s amendment, and 
called the attention of the Speaker to the 131st | 
rule. 
The SPEAKER stated that his attention had 
been called to that rule before the gentleman from | 
North Carolina rose. The rule is as follows: “All 
* proceedings touching appropriations ef money 
‘shall be first discussed in a Committee of the | 


*‘ Whole House.”’ | 


The SPEAKER said that, under the above rule, |! 


the latter part of the proposition of the gentleman | 
from Kentucky [Mr. Boyp] was not in order, as | 


|| it made an appropriation of money. 


The first clause of the proviso moved by Mr. | 
Boyp, viz: 
** Provided, That nothing contained in this act | 
‘shall be construed to give bounty lands to such | 
‘volunteers as were received into service and dis- | 
‘ charged without being marched to the seat of war,”’ 
The substitute of Mr. Pue.ps, as reported by | 
the Committee of the Whole, and as amended by | 


j 


Mr. Boyp’s proviso, was then read, and under the |) 


operation of the previous question, concurred in by || 


the House. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be | 
engrossed and read a third time; and, being en- | 
grossed, was accordingly read a third time. 
. The question then recurred on the passage of the | 

ill. 
Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved the previous ques- | 


. . | 
ordered to be put, viz: Shall the bill pass? 


Mr. STEWART asked the yeas and nays on 





YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Arnold, Ash- 
mun, Atkinson, Barringer, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, 
James Black, Jas. A. Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brink- 


Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Coliamer, 
Collin, Cottrell, Crozier, Cullom, Cummins, Cunningham, 
Daniel, Dargan, Garrett Davis, Delano, De Mott, Dillingham, 
Dixon, Dobbin, Dockery, Douglass, Dunlap, Edsall, Ells- 


ver, Hamlin, Haralson, Harmanson, Harper, Hastings, Hen- 
ley, Hilliard, Hoge, £. B. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, George 
8S. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Samuel D. Hubbard, 
Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Hunter, Charles J. [n- 
gersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, 
Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennedy, 
Preston King. Thomas 8. King, Lawrence, Leake, Leffier, 
Leib, La Sere, Levin, Ligon, Long, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
McClelland, MeClernand, MeCrate, McDaniel, Joseph J. 
McDowell, James McDowell, McGaughey, McHenry, John 
P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, Moseley, Moul- 
ton, Norris, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Perriil, Perry, Pettit, 
Phelps, Pillsbury, Pollock, Ramsey, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, 
Roberts, Runk, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, 
Sehenck, Seaman, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. 
Sims, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb 
B. Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stephens, 
Stewart, Strohm, Strong, Thomasson, James Thompson, 
Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Toombs, Towns, 
qe, Trumbo, Vinton, Wentworth, Wick, Williams, 
ilmot, Winthrop, Woodward, Wright, Young, and Yost | 

—I71. 
NAYS—Mesers. Cranston, Culver, Dromgoole, Giddings, | 
fiale, Isaac E. Holmes, Hudson, Hungerford, Lewis, McKay, | 
| 





Marsh, Rathbun, Ripiey, Julius Rockwell, J. A, Rockwell, 
Root, Severance, and Vance—l18. 

So the bill was passed, and sent to the Senate 
for concurrence. 

TREASURY NOTES AND LOAN. , 

The House next proceeded to consider the bill 
to authorize the issue of treasury notes, a loan, and 
for other purposes, which had been returned from 
the Senate with sundy amendments. : 

Mr. McKAY stated that he had consulted with 
the Committee of Ways and Means, since the bill 
had been returned to the House, and that they had 
agreed to recommend a concurrence by the House 
in the amendments of the Senate. 

Mr. McKAY moved the previous question; and, 
under its operation, the amendments of the Senate 


were agreed to. a 





Mr. STANTON moved to reconsider the vote 
passing the bill to increase the pay of the army. 

_ Mr. S. moved the previous question; and, under 
its operation, the House refused to reconsider. 

_ Mr. SCHENCK, by leave of the House, then 
introduced the joint resolution which he proposed 
to offer on Monday last, and which appeared in 
No. 16 of this paper. . 

Mr. S. moved that the resolution be committed 
toa Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. KENNEDY moved the previous question 
on the resolution; which motion would bring the 
House to a direct vote on the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded; but before 
the main question was put, and While the House 
were dividing on seconding the previous ques- 
tion— 

Mr. SCHENCK inquired of the Speaker if he 
could not withdraw the resolution. 

The SPEAKER decided that he could withdraw 
the resolution, as no action had been consummated 
on it. 

Mr. SCHENCK then withdrew the resolution, 
and immediately reoffered it. , 

Objections being made to its reception, 

Mr. SCHENCK moved a suspension of the 
rules, to enable him to offer the resolution. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, rose to a ques- 
tion of order, and appealed from the decision of 
the Chair, which decided that Mr. Scuencx could 
withdraw his resolution while the House was di- 
viding on the previous question. 

Atier many questions were asked and answered 
as to the points of order, and aome little debate, the 
question was put, Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the House? and under 
the operation of the previous question was decided 
as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Ashmun, Barringer, Bay- 


ly, Bell, James A. Black, Brodhead, Buffington, Burt, Wil- 
liam W, Campbell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, Catheart, 


| John G. Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Cottrell, Cranston, 


| Crozier, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Delano, Dixon, Dockery, 
| Dromgvole, Edsall, Eilett, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Gentry, 


| Giddings, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Hale, Ham 


nm, Hil- 
liard, E. B. Holmes, Isaac BE. Holmes, Edmund W. Hubard, 
8S. D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, Daniel P. 
King, Thomas Butler King, Levin, Lewis, Long, Maclay, 
McClean, McCletland, James McDowell, McGahghey, Me- 
Henry, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Parrish, Pollock, Ramsey, 
Rathbun, Rhett, Ripley, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, 
Root, Runk, Scammon, Schenck, Seaman, Trance, 
Simpson, Traman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 
Stephens, Stewart, Strohm, Thibodaux, Benjamin ‘Thomp- 
son, T’oombs, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Winthrop, Wright, 
and Young—92. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adains, Atkinson, Bedinger, 
Biggs, James Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, Brinkerhoff, William 
G. Brown, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, 
Cullom, Cummins, Cunningham, De Mott, Dilli ga 
Dobbin, Douglass, Duntap, Ellsworth, Erdman, Foster, Fries, 
Garvin, Gordon, Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, Harmaueon, 
Hastings, Henley, Hoge, og ere Hough, George 8S. Hous- 
ton, James B. Hunt, James H. Johnson, George W. Jones, 
Kaufinan, Kennedy, Lawrence, Leake, Leffler, La Sere, 
Ligon, Lumpkin, MeClernand, MeCrate, McDaniel, Joseph 
J. McDowell, Melivaine, MeKay, Join P. Martin, Barkicy 


| Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton vk ee Perrill, 
Ritter 


| Perry, Phelps, Pillsbury, Reid, 


Tecan ante ee en RCC 


berts, Russell, 
Sawtelle, Sawyer, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, 
Thomas Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Strong, Sykes, 
Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Tredway, Went- 
worth, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, and Yost—87. 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 
The question then recurred on suspending the 


| rules to receive the resolution. On which motion 


the yeas and nays were ordered. 

r. HAMLIN rose to a point of order, and de- 
sired to know of the Speaker if Mr. Schenck 
could again offer his resolution at this time, he 
[Mr. Scnencx) having once offered and withdrawn 
it. 

The SPEAKER answered that there was-no 
rule to prohibit Mr. Scnenck from offering the 
resolution. 

Mr. COBB inquired of the Chair if the rules 
were suspended, and the resolution received, if 
Mr. Scuexc« could again withdraw it? 

The SPEAKER said he would decide that ques- 
tion at the proper time. ‘ 

The vote was now taken on suspending the rules, 
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and decided in the negative—Yeas 22, nays 153, i form result, viz: that as you decreased the quantity 


as follows: 


ee 


VY FAS—Mesars. Abbott, Ashmun, James Black, Buffing- || 


ton, Chipman, Delano, Dockery, Foot, Giddings, Grinnell, 
Hale, Hudson, D. P. King, Lewis, McDaniel, McGaughey, 
Melivaine, Mareh, Rathbun, Ripley, J. Rockwell, Schenck, 


Caleb B. Smith, Strotun, Benjamin Thompson, and Vance | 


. 

NAYS—Mesars. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Arnold, At- 
kineon, Barringer, Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, 
J. A. Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, Brocken- 
brough, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Burt, William W. 
Campbell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, John G. Chapman, 
Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Clarke, 
Cobb, Cocke, Collamer, Collin, Cottrell, Cranston, Crozier, 
Cullom, Cummins, Cuoningham, Daniel, Dargan, Garrett 
Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, Dobbin, Douglass, Drom- 
goole, Diftiiap, Edsall, Eilett, Ellsworth, Erdman, Edwin H. 
Ewing, Faran, Fieklin, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Gentry, Giles, 
Gordon, Graham, Grider, Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Haral- 
son, Harmanson, Hastings, Henley, Hilliard, Hoge, Elias B. 
Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, George 8. Houston, Edmund W. 
Hubard, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Andrew 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufman, Thomas Butler King, 
Leake, Leffler, La Sere, Levin, Long, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
MeClean, MeClelland, MeClernand, McCrate, James Me- 
Dowell, McHeury,@icKay, John P. Martin, Miller, Morris, 
Moseley, Moulton, Pariish, Perrill, Perry, Pheips, Pillsbury, 
Pollock, Rameey, Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, John 
A. Rockwell, Root, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Seaman, 
Seddon, Severance, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, 
Simpson, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, 
Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Strong, Svkes, Thibodaux, 
Thomasson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Toombs, 
Tredway, Vinton, Wentworth, White, Wick, Wiliiams, 
Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, Young, und Yost—153. 


So the rules were not suspended. 
NAVAL APPROPRIATIONS. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House resolved 
i:self into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Fickiin 
in the chair,) and proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill making appropriations for the Naval ser- 
vice for the year ending June 30, 1848. 

Mr. JOHN A, ROCK WELL moved an amend- 
ment to the second item of the bill abolishing the 
spirit ration to the men in the navy, and allowing 
them six cents per day in lieu of the same. 

Mr. R. promised not to discuss any other ques- 
tion than that which related to the amendment, 
and on this he should be very brief. He consid- 
ered it an alteration in the existing rules of the 
navy, Which was of great practical importance. It 
was required alike by the good of the naval service 
and the good of our brave tars themselves. The 
spirit ration, he contended, was wholly unneces- 
sary and positively injurious. I[t increased sick- 
ness and death, multiplied desertions, impaired the 
force of discipline, occasioned frequent loss of life, 
and involved a great pecuniary loss to the country. 
On all these subjects we had had the amplest expe- 
rience. It wasa fact that in the merchant service a 
large proportion of our vessels now sailed without 
any agen spirits on board; especially was this 
the caSe in the whale fishery. The greater part 
of our whalers were temperance vessels, and car- 
ried no spirits atall. ‘There were now engaged in 
this branch of service no less than seven hundred 
and thirty-six vessels, with a tonnage of two hun- 
dred and twenty-eight thousand tons, and nineteen 
thousand five hundred and sixty men and officers. 
Of this large number of vessels, fully nine-tenths 
had no spirits on board. 

Mr. R. said his friend from New Bedford, who 


was thoroughly informed on these subjects, would |! 


correct his statement if it was incorrect. 

Mr. GRINNELL confirmed the position taken 
by Mr. R., observing that the proportion he had 
stated was under rather than over the truth as to 
the proportion of vessels sailing without rum. 


of spirits consumed, you increased the amount of | 


the efliciency realized. ; 

Mr. R. said that, in support of the general po- | 
sition he had assumed, he had before him abun- | 
dant evidence, drawn from the army as well as the 
navy. So entire was the conviction of this truth | 


in the army, that there the spirit ration had been | 


abolished altogether, and with great advantage to | 


the service. 


Mr. RK. here read extracts from reports of the || 


War Department. 

Mr. TOOMBS wanted to know whether the 
sailors of our Government vessels could not, as the | 
law stood, commute their spirit ration for other | 
allowances ? 

Mr. ROCKWELL said that, as the law had 
lately been modified, they could. 
Mr. TOOMBS. But you want to compel thém. 

Mr. ROCKWELL said he wanted to have the 
spirit ration abolished in the navy, as it had been | 
in the army. 


Gaines, he adduced that of the Secretary of the 
Navy, which was to the same effect. 
referred to the conviction of the underwriters in 


He next | 


our great commercial cities of the happy effects of | 


had been so strong and so uniform that a number 
of the companies had come to the agreement to 


| dispensing with the use of spirits at sea, which || 


deduct five per cent. from the premiums demanded | 


by them for Insurance in all cases where the ves- 
sels insured sailed without spirits on board. 


Mr. R. said that the facts he had thus establish- | 


ed went fully to show that it would be wise and 
wholesome to adopt the amendment he had pro- 
posed, and abolishjng the spirit ration entirely. 
Nearly half the common sailors now employed 
in our navy were foreigners, and from their irreg- 
ular habits, the efficiency of the service was dail 
diminishing. 
last war, where, in some instances, MOre than 


three hundred of the men in one ship were New | 
Now, a very large number | 


England freeholders. 
were foreigners, of so bad a description as to be 
rejected from the commercial marine; and the con- 


sequence was, that hundreds of thousands of dol- | 


lars were lost from desertions. An estimate had 
been made on board our Saree Expedition 
that the time usually consumed in the daily distri- 
bution of grog would, if so used in that expedi- 
tion, have amounted in all to not less than three 
months; for this useless and pernicious operation 
consumed in our ships-of-war an hour and a half 
a day. 
aside, near Mr. R., accompanied ‘with laughter,] 


he said that he did not address these remarks in 


quarters where he knew that all appeals on a sub- | 


{t was not as it had been during the | 
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| that any reflecting and intelligent man could possi. 
| bly oppose so reasonable and so salutary a propo. 
| Sal as that of dispensing with the spirit ration in 
| the navy. On every other subject it was deemed 
| the part of a wise man to listen to the voice of 
| experience, and to have his judgment and cone. 
| sions swayed by evidence. But on what subject 
| did experience speak with a more distinct and more 
unvarying voice than on this subject? Who could 
listen to the explicit and abundant evidence quoted 
by his colleague on this subject, and not admit 
that the good of the service would be promoted by 
abolishingthis blot on the navy regulations? Why 
should not that which had been found true in the 
merchant service, in the whaling service, in the 
Exploring Expedition, and which was so unques- 
tionable as to have influenced the calculations of 
merchants and capitalists, and affected the rates of 
insurance, be equally true on board our ships of 
war? Were our seamen there exposed to greater 
hardships from the elements, or greater fatigues 


| and exposures in duty than in the whaling service 
Mr. R. proceeded to produce facts from these |, 
reports showing the evil tendency of the use of || 
spirits by our sailors, i 
After quoting also the testimony of General | 


in our northern seas? If men could penetrate to 
the poles and chase the monsters of the deep in 
every tempestuous sea without the stimulus of 
ardent spirits, how could it be necessary on board 
| our national vessels of war? Who would consent 
to debauch the character of our bold and brave 
tars, by holding daily to their lips the deleterious 
| poison which had wrought ruin in the habits of so 
many thousands? Why could the soldier brave 
the front of battle without any such provision from 
his government, and the sailor be thought incapa- 
ble of a like degree of resolution? Who would 
degrade the high character of either our sailors or 
soldiers by holding that they could not efficiently 
| discharge their duty without being stimulated to it 
by the force of intoxicating liquor? Let experi- 
ence speak, and it would testify that those who 
rejected the spirit ration were as able-bodied, bold, 
| effective seamen, as orderly in their habits, and as 
| reliable in the hour of danger as those who were 
the most clamorous for their grog; and if gentle- 
men wished to trace out the measure to its results, 


| let them inquire which saved the most of their hard 


: 
{Some sneering remarks being here made | 


earnings for a faithful wife or an aged parent at 
home. He trusted that the amendment would meet 
with general favor. 

Mr. HAMLIN said he had been instructed by 
the committee to which he belonged tu report a bill 
| for increasing the number of surgeons and assist- 


|| ant surgeons in the naval service. 


Mr. T. B. KING inquired whether it was rele- 
vant for the gentleman to debate a subject of that 
kind on an amendment to abolish the spirit ration? 

Mr. HAMLIN reminded him that in Commit- 
| tee of the Whole gentlemen could talk about what 
they pleased. 

Volare: ** Oh no, not quite so bad as that.” 

The CHAIR allowed Mr. Hamu to proceed. 

Mr. HAMLIN said that if gentlemen would ex- 


| 





ject of this kind were useless, but for the sake of || amine the documents on file and the reports of the 
many thousands of the young men in the naval || Secretary of the Navy, they would find that a 
service of the country, who might yet be saved || greater number of surgeons was necessary. It was 


from confirmed habits of intemperance. But even 
putting the amendment on no higher than merely 
pecuniary considerations, it certainly ought to be 
adopted, as great amounts of property would be 
saved by it to the Government; and it might on 
this ground be voted for by those who did not 


| adopt the temperance principles in their own prac- 


| tice. 


out of ten of all our whalers had no spirit ration || 


allowed; and yet a more arduous service was not || fourths of the crimes that blackened our judicial 
| annals were occasioned by the use of intoxicating 


known upon the ocean: far more so than on board | 
our ships of war. In all the vessels of our navy || drink. 


He thought, however, that it was unworthy 
of that House to lend itself, even if this were not 


reer || so, to the promotion of vice in ournavy. Every, 
Mr. ROCKWELL. Itappeared, then, that nine || 


body knew—the records of the courts, the testi- 
mony of our judges would show—that three- 


Surely it did not hecome an American 


there were but about eight thousand men employ- || Congress to put such a debasing temptation to the 


ed, while in this whaling service there were more | 


than nineteen thousand. Thus, then, all the expe- || capacity of our brave defenders. He hoped the 


_very lips of those who served the country in the 


rience of our commercial marine was in favor of | House would adopt the amendment. 
dispensing with the spirit ration, as not only un- || 


necessary but as positively injurious. 
- ie . eso + * ; 

On the late Exploring Expedition, even during | 

the severest winter service, and that in the highest | 

latitudes, no spirits were made use of; and the re- | 


Mr. EWING, of Tennessee, expressed a wish 


|, to address the House on this bill, but did not de- 


_ sire to move for anadjournment to prevent any gen- 
| tleman’s speaking who was prepared to do so now. 


sult had been that that branch of the general naval || 


service was a decided gainer. The most intelligent | 


officers of the navy testified that the service did | 


not require a stimulus of this description. The 


interior service on our water-courses and lakes, in | 
steamvessels and others, all gave the same uni-' 


Mr. HAMLIN expressed a desire to speak. 

Mr. EWING then said he would yield the floor. 

Mr. HAMLIN obtained it, but consented to 
yield it temporarily to 

Mr. DIXON, of Connecticut, who moved an 
amendment, a copy of which was not obtained. 

Mr. D. saig it seemed scarcely credible to him 


his purpose to offer at the proper time an amend- 
ment to accomplish that object; but as he should 
then probably be precluded from stating his rea- 
sons in favor of that measure, he would embrace 
the present eee 

he Navy Department were of opinion that as 
| many as twenty-six would be desirable, though 
| Mr. H. would not say that he deemed that num- 
| ber indispensably necessary. The committee had 
not proposed more than half that number. They 
| desired the present number to be augmented by the 
| addition of thirteen. He believed that that num- 
| ber was needed by the proper condition of the ser- 
| vice and the number of men employed. Mr. H. 
should move an amendment at the proper time 
making that increase. 

Mr. S. ADAMS expressed his cordial appro- 
bation of the amendment proposed by the gentle- 
man from Connecticut, [Mr. Rockwet,] and he 
would state a few facts in addition to those which 
had been already quoted in its support, and which 
were so much in point. The sailor who received 
daily an allowance of six cents instead of his dram 
would, at the end of the year, have received, in- 
stead of that pernicious poison, the sum of twenty- 
two dollars. This would enable him to purchase 
a little bit of land, or some other comfort or ben- 
efit for himselfor his family. Buy what he would, 


he could lay out the money for nothing that would 


not be preferable to intoxicating spirit. 
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Mr. A. thought it high time this Government '}a mail route from Deerfield to New Market in |! 


ceased to be the wholesale distributor of bodily |, 
and mental poison to those who served it in the |, 
most exposed situations. He called ita poison, || 
for though it operated slowly as such to the physi- | 
cal system of men, its operation was fearfully swift 
on all their moral qualities and habits. Conten- | 
tion, strife, sickness, disobedience, loss of reputa- 
tion and loss of life, all followed in its train, Ought 
the Government to use its power to make drunk- 
ards of those who served it? The liquor it dis- 
tributed added nothing to either health or strength, 
and no man could pretend that it was necessary. 
On the contrary, he believed it to be the source of | 
more evil than anything else in use among men. | 
When the gentleman from Connecticut said that 
one-half the crimes committed in the community | 
might be traced to the use of intoxicating drinks, || 
he did not go far enough; he might with equal 
truth have stated it at nineteen-twentieths. He 
believed that at least that proportion of all the 
murders and all the assaults and batteties com- 
mitted had this origin. 

He knew that statements of this kind often ex- |! 
cited a strange levity in some minds: but children 
would laugh and sport on the brink of the most 
fearful precipice; and men used the most deadly || 
weapons with a carelessness and security which | 
often led to their destruction. ‘To the considera- | 
tion of a reflecting man it presented very serious || 
results, and he felt it to be the duty of Congress to | 
protect our seamen from so great a danger. Some 
gentlemen said that the sailors would have it: it 
might be so; but if it must be so, let it at least be } 
the voluntary act of the sailor himself; let not the || 
Government hold out the temptation and put it to | 
their lips. 

Mr. A. here left the subject of the spirit ration, | 
and went into a general discussion of the war and | 
defence of the Administration. When he had | 
concluded— 

The committee rose, and the chairman reported 
progress. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, on leave given, reported | 
a bill from the Committee on Commerce, autho- 
rizing the erection of light-houses; which was read | 
twice, and committed. 

Mr. HOPKINS offered a resolution in the usual 
form, providing that all debate on the naval appro- || 
priation bill should terminate to-morrow, at one 
o'clock. 

And, pending this resolution, the House ad- 
journed. 
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IN SENATE. { 
Tuusrpay, January 28, 1847. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate || 
a communication from the Secretary of the Treas- | 
ury, enclosing a letter from the Commissioner of || 
the General Land Office, explaining the reasons for 
his delay in replying to the resolution of the Senate |, 
calling for a statement of the public lands now in || 
market; which was laid on the table. {i 


On motion of Mr. SPEIGHT the communica- | Pp 


| 
tion was ordered to be printed. i] 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a joint resolu- 1 
tion of the Legislature of Michigan, instructing || 
their Senators and requesting their Representatives |, 
to use their exertions to obtain the assent of Con- | 
gress to the sale of the salt springs in that State, || 
in such manner as the Legislature thereof may || 
direct; which was read, referred to the Committee || 
on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. UPHAM presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Vermont, in favor of a speedy termination 
of the war with Mexico, and the settlement of all 
matters in controversy between the United States 
and that republic by arbitration or negotiation, and 
against the admission of any new State into the 
Union whose constitution tolerates slavery; which 
were laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a memorial of D. 
V. Quenaudon, proposing to establish a colony in 
the Territory of Oregon, and to organize the col- 
Onists into a regiment of cavalry to serve during | 
the war without pay, on condition that arms an 











provisions be provided by the United States; which 
were referred to the Committee on Territores and 


ordered to be printed. 
Mr. CILLEY presented a petition of citizens 
of New Hampshire, praying the establishment of 
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that State; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented a communication from 
James Maher, the public gardener, relative to the 


; amount of money necessary to keep the public 


grounds in order; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Buildings. 

Mr. DIX presented a petition of a convention 
of farmers, gardeners, and silk culturists, held in 
New York, praying the establishment of a Depart- 


‘ment of Agriculture; which was referred to the 


Committee on Agriculture. 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a petition of 


Thomas Palmer and Oliver Hyde, concerning the 


| construction of a military road from Green Bay to 


Fort Wilkins; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee an Military Affairs. 
Mr. ASHLEY presented a petition of citizens 


| of Arkansas county, Arkansas, praying the estab- 


lishment of a mail route from Arkansas west, on 
the route to Little Rock; which was referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. CHALMERS, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill to provide for the erec- 
tion of acustom-house in the city of Savannah; 
which was read a first time. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Na- 


val Affairs, reported a bill providing for the build- 


| ingand*equipment of four naval steam ships; which 
|| was read a first time. 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, the Committee on 
the Library were discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the memorial of Robert Owen, and it 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Na- | 


val Affairs, reported without amendment the fol- 
lowing bills from the House of Representatives: 

An act for the relief of William T. Walthall; 

An act for the relief of James H. Conley; 

An act for the relief of Thomas N. Newell; 

An act for the relief of Henry La Reintree; 

An act for the relief of Susan Brum; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Thomas Shields, deceased; 

An act for the relief of Elizabeth Adams; and 

Joint resolution for the settlement of the accounts 
of Purser G. R. Barry. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. NILES submitted the following resolution; 
which lies over for consideration: 


Resolved, That to meet the expenses of the exist- | 


ing war with Mexico, to sustain the public credit, 
and give efficiency to the operations of the treasu- 


E. 2% 


of remarkable places, the elevation of the country, 


the temperature of the air, and state of the weather; 


also characteristic trees, plants, flowers, and grass- 
es; characteristic minerals, fossils, earths, and 


rocks; with remarks to show the woodland and 
prairies, Indian tribes, game, &c.; with additions 
which the present expedition of Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Frémont may contribute to the work. Also, 
a map of Oregon and California in the same style, 
from the materials of the same explorer, and other 
authentic sources. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON submitted the following 
resolution, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
voking or modifying the power of the Secretary 
of the Treasury to authorize the issuing of certifi- 
cates of the deposite of goods in the public stores 
to the owners or importers thereof. 

The joint resolution from the House authorizing 
and requesting the President of the United States 
to cause suitable gold and silver medals to be pre- 
pared and presented to the officers and men belong- 
ine or attached to the French, British, and Spanish, 
ships of war in the harbor of Vera Cruz, who se 
gallantly, and at the imminent peril of their lives, 
aided in rescuing from a watery grave many of the 
officers and crew of the United States brig Somers, 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

INCREASED PAY, ETC., TO SOLDIERS. 

The bill from the House-to increase the pay of 
the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- 


vates, of the Army of the United States, and the 
militia and volunteers in the service of the same, 


/and allowing them bounty land in certain cases, 


was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


SURVEYOR GENERAL OF OREGON. 


The bill to create the office of Surveyor Genera! 
of the Territory of Oregon was taken up for con- 
sideration. 

The question being on its passage— 

Mr. PEA RCE briefly stated the reasons which 
would induce him to vote against the bill. He 
stated that, on looking through the bill, he per- 
ceived that it involved some novelties and incon- 
gruities, whigh led him to believe that it had been 
drawn up without the deliberation due to the sub- 
ject. It conferred on a surveyor general powers, 
and assigned to him duties within a Territory over 
which no government had as yet been organized. 
It directed him to run a specified base line, and 


/ make certain surveys before we own a single foot 


| 


ry, demand an addition to the revenue which may || 


reasonably be expected from the existing laws of 
from five to ten millions of dollars per annum. 


Resolved, ‘That in the opinion of the Senate such | 


additional revenue may be raised from imposts, by 
increasing the rates of duties on importations now 


subject to duty, and a moderate duty upon all or a | 
art of the free list; that such additional duties, if | 
judiciously imposed, will not be seriously burden- | 


‘some to any portion of the people, but would be 
cheerfully borne by them in a time of war; that in 
the judgment of the Senate it is highly necessary 
that such additional revenue be raised during the 


continuance of the war, and that the same be | 


pledged for the interest and the redemption of the 


principal of the loans which have been, or may be, |. try between the Cascade Mountains and the Co- 


‘lumbia river, as if we intended to make it the 
_ home of white men to the expulsion of the Indians. 


authorized for the prosecution of the war in which | 


the country is engaged. 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- | 


| tion, which lies over for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be 
directed to contract with Mr. Charles Preuss for 
constructing a topographical map of the great cen- 
tral section of the Rocky Mountains, with the lat- 
eral and rib mountains on each side, down to the 

of the Great Plains on the east, and to Great 

t Lake dn the west, and showing the head waters 

of ali the great rivers rising in that section of the 
Rocky Mountains, and flowing to the Pacific Ocean 
and to the Mississippi; to be compiled from the 
field notes, journals, and sketches of Lieutenant 
Colonel Frémont, and his assistant, Charles Preuss; 
the said map, besides the to phy of the coun- 
try, to show the results of the astronomical, baro- 
metrical, meteorological, botanical, geological, and 


other scientific observations of Lieutenant Colonel 
Frémont, so as to exhibit the latitude and longitude 


| of land in the Territory. 


on its possession. 


lt was the practice of 
our Government, before ordering surveys to be 
made, to extinguish the Indian title by purchase. 
And although the Indians in Oregon were unset- 
tled in their habits, and had no fixed dwellings, it 
was not to be inferred that they had abandoned 
th eir rights in the soil, and that all the lands there 
were waste. The land ought to be obtained by 
treaty, and just compensation made before we enter 
he Indians have a possessory 
right, second only toa civil right, which must, 
according. to our pe in all similar cases, be 
transferred by wees tis true we have been in 
the practice of enforcing treaties, but still some 
treaty must be made preliminary to our surveys. 
This bill authorizes us to survey the whole coun- 


There was no report accompanying the bill to ex- 
plain the reason of this procedure. Heretofore, 


_whenever we have attempted to run lines before 
| the Indian title has been extinguished, hostile fee!- 
_ings have been created. And if we do so in this 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| occupants, and this was 


| the donation. 


case, we must expect to come in conflict with the 
feelings of the Indians. 

The fourth section, however, goes further than 
merely to authorize a survey of the lands; it also 
makes donations to settlers. He knew but of only 
one precedent for this, since the establishment of 
the Government. We had never made donation 
of lands but in one instance, and that was in 1838, 
when lands were granted in Florida to military 
tlers were required to render military services for 


He believed the bill 


to give away about 
five millions of acres of 


lands in the territory; 
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and if the donations are made, it will be necessary 


to extinguish the Indian titles, and pay a just and || meaning pillage and plunder, even to the plunder || that ‘duties’ might be collected in the enemy's 


satisfactory value for the lands. 


He had also some objection to the salary clause. || 
For the surveyor-general, clerk-hire, &c., there 


was an appropriation of $8,700. 
46,300 was allowed. 

it was certainly improper to make provision for 
these matters in relation to a Territory, before any 
territorial government exists. 

He moved to recommit the bill to the Committee 
on Publie Landa. 

Mr. BREESE remarked that all the objections 
which the gentleman had raised to this bill were 
duly considered by the committee. As to the title | 
of the Indians, they were nomadic tribes; and, so | 
far as the committee could ascertain, claimed no | 
title at all to the land. As to the reference of the | 
gentleman to the grants made to the settlers in | 
llorida, he believed there was the same reason for 
riving lands to settlers in Oregon as in F'lorida. 
That donation, then, afforded a fair precedent. 
But there were other precedents. Similar grants | 
had been made to settlers on Illinois lands, the 
effect of which had been to bring large sums of 
money into the treasury. As to the danger of | 
giving med all the public lands in Oregon, there | 
was no such danger; there was a vast domain there; | 
and it was the intention of the committee to be | 
liberal to those persons who were disposed to settle | 
on it and improve it. It was thought good policy | 
some years since, to build upa power there able and 
willing to maintain our rights to it, then contested 
by the most powerful nation in the world. The 
bill which passed the Senate five years ago, called | 
“ Linn’s Bill,” indicated this policy, and this is not 
much more liberal than that was, Many of the set- 
tlers went to Oregon upon the inducements held out 
in that bill. They have encountered the greatest 
hardships emigrants ever endured in their struggle, 
not to demolish, but to build up, an empire, and 
should be liberally rewarded. If it was imporiant 
to secure that territory and to populate it, it is 
just to make grants to those who have been fore- | 
most in the work—who have led the way to its | 
future development as a powerful State. The emi- | 
grants expect these grants; they have memorial- | 
ized Congress on the subject, and look to our action 
now to relieve all their apprehensions. The ob- | 
jection to the salary of the surveyor-general was a | 
simple matter of opinion. The surveyor-general 
must be a competent person; his task was difficult | 
and laborious, and he ought to be well paid. But the 
chief question presented by this bill was, whether 
they were disposed to be liberal to those for whose 
benefit it was intended. He thought they ought 
to be hberal to such men. He hoped, therefore, | 
that the bill would not be recommitted; if it should | 
be, the session was so far advanced that it would | 
not be likely to be brought before them again, and | 
the measure would be a total failure. Preémption | 
rights will not satisfy these settlers. They would 
consider it no boon, if they were called on to pay 
anything for these lands to the Government. They 
did not expect todo so. By going there they fur- | 
thered the views of the Government, and they | 
ought to receive the grants proposed. 

Mr. BENTON and Mr. PH -LPS rose together 


and called for the special order. 


THE MILITARY BILL. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration, as in | 
committee of the whole, of the bill from the House | 
of Representatives to raise for a limited time an | 
additional military force, and for other purposes. 


The amendment pending was the following, 
heretofore submitted by Mr. Arcnison: 


Strike out the first five sections and insert: 


In Ohio, only 





** That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to accept the services of ten regiments 
of volunteers, to serve during the continuance of the present 
war with Mexico, unless sooner discharged, who shall be 
raised, organized, commissioned, and paid in the same man- 
ner, and under the same regulations, as are preseribed in the | 
act providing for the raising of fifty thousand volunteers, 


approved the 13th May, 1846.” 
Mr. BENTON, before proceeding with the bill, | 
would have a little episode, to read an authority | 
on the meaning of the word contribution, as used | 
in a military sense. Hehappened to use the word | 
on Monday last, when mukoe of the war with | 
Mexico; and used it as a commendable mode of | 
i} 





supporting our army in that country. The Sena- 
tor from New Jersey, who sits over the way, [Mr. 
Darvron,] in some remarks on yesterday, animad- 


/ he spoke of Johnson and Shakspeare. 
son’s Dictionary, edition of 1755, is this definition || 


| butions are paid—not taken! 
/ mand of the army, on the detachment, makes a 





verted on the use of that word, and treated it as 


of churches, and referred the barbarous practice 
to Bonaparte. Ee (Mr. B.) had not supposed, 
when he used that word, that there would be any 
necessity to define it. 
from New Jersey [Mr. Dayton] had shown him 


| his mistake, at least so far as that Senator was 


concerned; and, not willing that that Senator’s 
definition of yesterday should go forth without a 
correction, he (Mr. B.) would now take leave to 
read an authority to show that * contribution,’’ in 
a military sense, no more than in any other sense, 
did not signify pillage or plunder, but exactly the 
contrary! and was, in fact, the substitute of bar- 
barian ravages, and was the invention of civilized 
and more refined nations; and that it was well 
known to the practice of great nations, and*was 


The remarks of the Senator | 
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| the other word—to which exception was taken— 





—< ee ~ 


| seaports to support the army, I have but a word 
to say. It is the practice of all the civilized nations 


of the world; and is the mildest, the easiest, and 


sanctioned as a part of the law of nations long be- | 


fore the Great Emperor was born. 
read from Vattel—from the chapter on the rights 


of nations in war—and would say that Vattel died | 


Mr. B. would | 


in Switzerland before Napoleon was born in Cor- | 


sica: 


“Sec. 165. Instead of the custom of pillaging the open 
country and defenceless places, another mode has been sub- 
stituted, which is at onee more humane, and more advan- 
tageous to the belligerant soverecigns—I mean that of contri- 
butions. Whoever carries on a just war, has aright to make 
the enemy's country contribute to the support of his army, 
and towards defraying all the charges of the war. Thus he 
obtains a part of what is due to him; and the enemy’s sub- 
jects, by consenting to pay the sum demanded, haVe their 
property secured from pillage, and the eountry is preserved. 
But a general who wishes to enjoy an unsullied reputation, 
must be moderate in his demand of contributions, and pro- 
portion them to the abilities of those on whom they are im- 
posed. An excess in this point does not escape the reproach 


_ most responsible mode of getting support from the 
| enemy—a mode sanctioned by the law of nations 
and most desirable to both parties. All nations 
| practise it even in the case of the smallest port the 
get possession of; and on this principle the British 
opened a custom-house in Castine, in Maine, durin 
| their occupation of that port during the late war. 
and questions arising under transactions in that 
port, under British authority, came up to our Sy- 
| preme Court, and received the same consideration 
as if they had arisen under an act of Congress, 
The laws of nations sanctioned what was done, 
and bound the court just as fully as our statutes 
bound them when the port was in our own posses- 
sion. 
Mr. DAYTON hoped he should be indulged in 
a single remark. He certainly did not mean to 
, indicate, in the remarks which he made yesterday, 
| that there could be any objection to this country’s 


| availing itself of the public customs duties. That 


of cruelty and inhumanity: although thereis not so greatan | 


appearance of ferocity in it as in ravage and destruction, it 


displays a greater degree of avarice or greediness. Instances | 
of humanity and moderation cannot be too often quoted. | 


A very commendable ove occurred during those long wars 


which France carried on in the reign of Louis XIV. The | 


sovereigns, seeing it was their mutual interest as well as duty 


to prevent ravage, made ita practice, on the commencement | 


of hostilities, to enter into treaties for regulating the contri- 


butions on a supportable footing: they determined the ex- |; 


tent of hostile territory in which each might demand con- | 
tributions, the amount of them, and the manner in which | 


the parties sent to levy them were to behave. In these trea- 
ties, it was expressed that no body of men under a certain 
number should advance into the enemy’s country beyond 
the limits agreed on, under the penalty of being treated as 
freebooters. 


By such steps they prevented a multitude of | 


disorders and enormities, which entail ruin on the people, | 


and generally without the least advantage to the belligerant 
sovereigns. Whence comes it that so noble an example is 


not universally imitated ?”? 


Having read this paragraph, Mr. B. said he felt 


that he had made clear the meaning of the word | 


which was so obnoxious in the opinion of the | 


Senator from New Jersey; and also had cleared 
the memory of the Great Emperor from all shadow 
of blame, (if a great amelioration in the conduct of 
war was to be so understood.) So much for Vat- 


was public property, and when they invaded a for- 
eign country, although they might not seize upon 
pewvate peveedy they might upon all public prop- 
erty. Therefore, there could be no objection to 
the practice referred to—none to the collection of 
| duties on imports. He did, however, express sur- 
prise that a system of ‘‘contribution”’ had been 
suggested by the Chief Magistrate of the nation, 
for the reason that such apractice was entirely be- 
hind the age, and belonged purely to an age which 
had gone by. The gentleman had read from Vat- 
tel to show that Vattel died before Napolean lived! 
| They were all thankful for the information. [A 
lone He went back further. He showed that 
‘contributions’? were levied as far back as the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, and found the same sys- 
tem pursued. He (Mr. D.) knew that. The 
| gentleman might go still further back. If he would 
look at his history, he would find the further he 
went back the more frequently and extensively 
were those contributions levied; he would find 
'downright rapine—plunder. The Senator from 
Missouri said that these contributions went into 
| the hands of the quartermaster, and he had to ac- 
| count for them as they came. But suppose they 
| did not come. It then becomes a contribution 
‘levied at the point of the sword. The language 
is—** Give, or we take!’ When this course is 
pursued by our combatants—ywhen they refuse to 
give—we follow out the old rule, and come back 
to a system of plunder, which ought to be swept 
‘from the whole civilized world. 


|| Mr. JARNAGIN resumed his remarks. He 


tel; but there was other authority to vindicate, | 
both the word and the Great Emperor, from the | 
animadversion of the Senator from New Jersey; | 


of the word, under its third signification, and also 
a poetical illustration of its meaning: 

“Contribution—That which is paid for the support of an 
army lying in a country.” 


“<The people *twixt Philippi and this ground, 
Do stand butin a forced affection; 
For they have grudged us contributions !? ” 


So much for Johnson and Shakspeare. The 


| former shows that contribution, in its military 


sense, signifies ** payment”’ for the support of an 
army lying in a country, &c., and Johnson is 
most critically correct in his definition. Contri- 
The officer in com- 


written requisition on the civil authorities of the 
town, city, or district, on which the contribution 
is levied. The authorities collect it from the in- 


| habitants, be it provisions, clothing, or money: 
| the proper staff officers receive it, apply it, and 


account for it exactly in the same manher as if it 
had been received from the stores of his own army. 
The whole is a responsible transaction, from ks 
officer who orders the contribution to the officers 
who receive it and apply it; and the.whole are 
answerable for the moderation and fairness of the 
contribution—their conduct to their own govern- 
ment at home, and the opinion of the civilized 
world. This finished what I had to say on the 
meaning of the word contribution, and in vindica- 
tion of the memory of the Great Emperor. On 


In John- |) 


|| was oer 


had said yesterday that if a strong military force 
was necessary at all for the prosecution of the war, 
it was necessary now. It was the duty of the 
President, after the passage of the act of May last, 
to assure Congress what amount of money and of 
men he required to bring the war to a speedy and 
honorable termination. He repeated what had 
been said by the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. 
Arcnison,] that all which the President had asked 

ly given by Congress, And for what 
| purpose? To bring the war to a speedy and suc- 
cessful termination. And although twenty thou- 
sand of the volunteer force, authorized by the act 
of May last, had not been called into the field—and 
| we are told that three hundred thousand volunteers 
have offered their services—we are now asked to 
augment our regular army by the addition of ten 
‘regiments. If this addition is wanted at all, it 's 
wanted at the present moment. [ft appeared to 
him inexplicable that the President should have 
required this increase of the regular army, when so 
large a volunteer force, disciplined and ready for 
service, are only waiting to be accepted. Can 
regulars alone bring the war to a speedy termina- 
tion? 

Was it expected that regulars could be raised 
more speedily than volunteers? The only ae 
ment he ied bicied in defence of the original bill 
was, that the President demanded this increase of 

lars, that we were bound to comply with his 
demand, and eee him the entire meen 
ity of conducti war to a speedy issue. 
Coahd toe edmaentvo wastentet Bi ) nt to the 


Executive. Was it the j tof the Senate 
that then regular oops chal be promi raised ? 
He put the question directly, and be glad of 
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an answer. It was not our business merely 
the President what he wants; it is our duty to con- | 
sider what is best for the interests of the country. 


hundred thousand volunteers are ready to take the | 
feld. Are not the volunteers efficient? No one 
here will pretend to say that they are not. Expe- 
rience would negative any such assertion. It is 
matter of congratulation that we see so many pa- 
triotie citizens, so brave and so devoted to their | 
country, ready to take up arms, Will gentlemen 
pretend to say that the President was mistaken 
when he originally proposed a volunteer force? 


| 
Ten thousand regulars are asked for, and three | 
| 


toask | 





Mr. ALLEN asked if he had understood ‘the 


Senator to say that none of the commanding gen- 
erals had asked for regular soldiers, or that no 
more volunteers would be sent out? 


Mr. JARNAGIN said he understood that none | 


He knew, also, that death had 


| ed, he would thank that Senator for it. 


If so, from what new quarter had light come in || 


upon them? It was, perhaps, not so much a/| 
change in the character of t 

now desired, as in the officers who command. He 
would not charge the Administration with a design 
to prolong the war; but if it was their object to | 


make no further offensive movements, but merely || 


to hold on to the territory already obtained until a 
treaty could be made on the uti possidetis principle, | 
why then the regular force might be sufficient for | 


} 


the purpose. aad 
When the war commenced, there was no requi- 
sition for ten additional regiments of regulars. 
We were only asked to fill up the companies to 
the war complement, and to take volunteers. Now, 
it seems, we cannot any longer trust our fellow- 
citizens. 
ling to vote for any increase of the regular army. 
He would now say that nothing but stern neces- 
sity would make him give such a vote. Under a | 
conviction of its necessity, he had voted for some | 
additions to the regular force; and when stern ne- 
cessity required him to vote more men, he would 
be disposed to vote for those which would make 
the best troops. When the President came here 
with a new requisition, he would not shut his eyes, 
and blindly give what was asked. He would 
inquire whether the standing army should be in- 
creased, or whether we should call out our fellow- 
citizens. He was content te rely on the latter— 
perfectly content. ‘There was less danger in in- 
creasing the volunteer force, than in increasing the 
regular army. It could not have escaped the ob- 
servation of Senators, that the danger was not so 
much in the number of men as in their character. 
He did not know that any of our generals had 
sent for troops to be raised by the slow process of 
inlistment. He had not heard that any of them had 
said that they wanted no more volunteers; that 
they were satisfied with as many of that descrip- 
tion of force as they now had. He believed that | 
no general had asked for more regular troops. If 
any gentleman will say that the volunteers are in- | 
capable of bringing the war to a speedy conclu- 
sion, let him show this to be the fact, and I will go 
with him for an increase of regulars. No man will 
attempt to say so. 
It had been said that the volunteers were a more | 





expensive force. However this may be, he was | 
sure of one thing: they were less dangerous. The | 
volunteer has his domestic ties, his wife and child | 
at home, and he expects to return to them, after he | 
has fulfilled his duty to the country. There was 
less danger to be apprehended from his return, 
than from the disbanding of men who may have 
sought the regular army as a place of refuge; men, 
perhaps, against whom the Sikes of scorn may 
have been pointed. ‘The battle of New Orleans, 
the victories in the Creek nation, were not achieved 
by regular troops, but by volunteers. 

_ As to expense, the volunteers might, for a short 
time, cost the Government more than the regulars; 
but when you take into consideration the expense 
of the slow process of recruiting, drumming from 
town to town, the delays, the tavern expenses, 
sickness, and other contingencies, the regulars will 
be found as expensive as the volunteers. 


force of lars. He was sure that his State 
could not furnish a single regiment. He would 
not like to go home to his own State and tell his 
fellow-citizens that we had made the grand dis- 
covery that they were not to be trusted. 

As to the bounty lands, he would tell 
who were so sensitive about them, that they might 
have the volanteers without any such an induce- 
ment. If we are to take regulars, we must give the 
bounty lands to get them. We are therefore com- 
pelled to ingraft on this bill a provision giving 
away millions of acres of the public lands to induce 
reg to inlist, 


ntlemen 


| 


i} 


the preference of a volunteer force. 
| regiments could not, in any event, be in the field 
so promptly as the necessities of the service re- 
quired. They could not be in time to take the 


have expired about the month of June. 
| troops to be called out must be on the march in 
|| April. None of the regulars could be expected to 
| go out before June. 

‘| Mr, J. then went on to remark on the delay and 
|| uncertainty which attended the inlistment of troops 


r W- || in the ordinary mode, and the impossibility of get- 
He had before said that he was unwil- || tin 


Mr. ALLEN heped no such construction would 


be put on his silence. He was not informed as to 
what information had reached the War Depart- 


q || ment. 
e troops which was | 


The Senator might obtain it by the usual 


process of a call on the Department. 


Mr. JARNAGIN said he had another reason for 
The regular 


lace of the volunteers whose term of service would 
The 


g any recruits in those States where there was 


| the strongest desire for volunteering; and concluded 
1 » 


with stating that he shayld support the amend- 


| ment of the Senator from Missouri. 





















There 
would be great difficulty in raising this additional 


‘Mr. BUTLER desired to say a few words, be- 


\| fore the vote was taken, in explanation of the vote 
|| he should give. Volunteers, it could not be de- 


nied, were a valuable body of men; they had fought 
merit—far from it. But he must give his vote on 
this occasion under the obligation of good faith. 


make the appointments of officers; and he ought 


be guilty of any partiality. 
misfortune that volunteers had ever been called 


out; and he thought if they were continued to be 

called out, they would soon have no regulars. He | 
admitted volunteers were more easily called out. | 
There was attached to that service, in the minds of 
the people, more of honorable distinction. 
was something associated with the very name which || 
made it attractive. 


There 


He had scarcely heard an officer 


of any distinction, except perhaps the Senator 
from Texas, who did not admit that the regular 


service was better than that carried on by volun: 


teers. 
The war was commenced, and he admitted that 


he believed the President was involved in the war | 


without design. He believed the President was as 


much astonished as the countrygvas to find that we | 
He had no idea of im- | 
puting to the President design in the commence- | 
The President might have done | 


were involved in a war. 


ment of the war. 
it, but he (Mr. B.) should not undertake to pro- 
nounce judgment on him now. 
war, volunteers were called for, probably under the 
supposition that the war ae 

tion, and that an overwhelming force might have 
some effect on the councils of Mexico. How far 
there was such a design he would not undertake 


If the Senator from Ohio had | 
any information as to the additional troops requir- 


be of short dura- | 


of our generals had called for ten additional regi- | 
ments of regulars. 
| frittered down some of our regiments to three or 
four hundred men. 
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who were unfit to become soldiers. Even men of 

| wealth have gone; they were the first to volunteer, 

|; and he believed they would be sacrificed to the 
most honorable feelings of an American citizen. 


ten regiments could not be o 
such fears, especially since they had made an ad- 
|| dition of three dollars a month to the pay of the 
men, and the President had given an intimation that 
he would appoint officers the men might select, if 
they were propeny qualified. 
suflicient num 
inlist under officers who were capable of com- 
manding them. 
unteers could be brought into the same State of 
discipline as regular soldiers. So long as the large . 
body of volunteers were acting under a sense of 
honor, the evil would be less apparent; buthe knew, 
also, that officers of the volunteers had forborne 
to exert their authority, from a fear that it would 
be hazardous. 
| Sary to put dowu a mutiny among gallant young 
, men of education, and attempt to subject them 
to an ignominious punishment, and he would not 
answer for the consequences to that officer who 
should make the attempt. 
an army, it should be according to the Constitution 
of the United States, and the appointments should 
be made by the President on his responsibility as 


ee 


Gentlemen entertained —— that these 
tained; but he had no 


f There would hea 
ver of patriotic young men ready to 


It was vain to suppose that vol- 


Let a regular officer find it neces- 


If they were to have 


| Chief Magistrate. 


| be put on the Senate bill. 
acting on the House bill, 
raise one regiment of dragoons and nine regiments 
of infantry. 
tion by striking out the words “ nine regiments of 


. it | infantry,’’ and inserting: 
gallantly, and he was not disposed to lessen their | 


Mr. CRITTENDEN wished the question might 
He believed they were 
That bill proposed to 


He proposed to amend the first sec- 


«One regiment of voltigeurs, to be armed and equipped 


as such, and one regiment of foot riflemen, to be provided 


| with a rocket and muuntain-howitzer battery.” 


The President was the commander-in-chief of the || 
army of the United States, and had the right to 


Mr. DIX thought the amendment of the Mili- 


|| tary Committee authorized one or more regiments 


|| and he hope v 
afford them a description of troops not now in the 
| service. 

But he wanted an army that || 
may be commanded by any officers that might be 
put over them. 


} 


to say. But he would undertake to say that vol-_ 


unteer troops were not as efficient—not so subject 
to discipline—as those who enter the service with 


the understanding that they are to yield uncondi- | 


tional obedience. He believed men could be found 
to go to the battle-fields without other reward than 
the approbation of the country, as the knights of 


| 
i 


old went to the tournaments for the glory which | 


they obtained there. But he should be very sorry 
to see this Government sending youth to the battle- 
field who were prompted by feelings of undiscip- 


lined valor. The young men who volunteer do it 


because an appeal is made to their 
he was not willing to appeal to their gallantry 
when better sources could be found to fill up the 
ranks of the aay In South Carolina—and he 
did not say whether the war was popular there 
or not, though he thought it was not popular—an 


appeal was made to the sense of hondr of the 


young men, and he knew that many had gone 


of voltigeurs, and he called for its reading. 
to have no reason to suppose that in the discharge | 


of a high and responsible duty the President would 
He thought it was a || 


The amendment having been read by the Secre- 


tary, 


Mr. DIX continued. He understood that the 


' voltigeurs would render more efficient service on 
‘account of the peculiar nature of their arms. The 
effect of the amendment would be to give three 
', additional nee to the military establishment, 


; ‘| had anticipated from an increase of 
Being, then, in a | 


| ment which had been peapaees b 
fra Kentucky. The addition of these three regi- 


lantry; and | ollowa! they: 9 
.B I 


| 
| 


| 


Georgia ought to know 
tion ; 
|| read Cesar’s Commentaries. 


it would be adopted, because it would 


Mr. ALLEN alluded to the amendment which 


he had submitted anterior to the debate upon this 
| subject. ‘ hee: 
upon, and at the proper time he should insist upon 


That amendment had not been acted 


a vote upon that amendment. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN desired to say but one 
word more. If his amendment should be adopted, 
it would still be competent for any gentleman to 
move to add the ten regiments of volunteers, if 
they chose. s 

Mr. ALLEN did not consider the gentleman’s 
proposition as interfering with his own. : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Notatall. Notatall, sir. 

Mr. ATCHISON said that the evil which he 
the regular 
army, was in part done away with "” the amend- 

t ntleman 


ments would make their standing army about twen- 


ty thousand, which would not be a very great 
increase 


M,, BERRIEN desired that the Senate should 


fully understand the description of force to be raised 
before voti 


Mr. BENTON ong! the gentleman from 
w to answer that ques- 
r than himself. He panrvenes he had 
hose voltigeurs 


were used by the Roman general. The idea was, 
that they were men who followed the horse, and 
jemees up behind and seized the mane of the horse 


whi 


he was ata gallop. They were called volti- 
urs because they amped that wea all. oe 
jumped. (Laughter. 

aah happy to afford the chair- 
man of the Military Committeé an opportunity to 
make this display of his erudition, but the question 
was just as indistinct in his own mind as before. 
They were told that the vol were used by the 
Roman general. He apprehended the gentleman 
would not find the word voltigeur in use then. 
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Mr. PHELPS, Mr. CRITTE 
BENTON, and Mr. ARCHER, briefly explained 
the provisions of the amendment and the meaning 
of the term therein used. . 

The question was then put upon agreeing to the 
amendment of Mr. Carrrenpen; and the yeas and 
nays being taken, resulted as follows: 

VY EAS—Meesrs. Archer, Atchison, Badger, Berrien, Cil- 
tey, Join M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, 
Evans, Greene, Hannegan, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson 
of Loulviana, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Simmons, Uphain, 
and Woodbridge—22. 

NAY S—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, 
Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, Thos. 
Clayton, Colquitt, Dix, Fairfield, Houston, Lewis, Man- 
gum, Mason, Niles, Phelps, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, 
Tarney, Westeou, and Yulee—27. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 


‘The question then recurring on the amendment 
of the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Arcuison,} 
the yeas and nays were ordered and taken, with 
the following result: 

YEAS—Mesers. Atchison, Badger, Berrien, Cilley, John 
M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Greene, 
Hannegan, Houston, Huntington, Jarnagin, Miller, More- 
head, Pearce, Simmons, Upham, and Woodbridge—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Athertou, Bagby, 
Benton, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, 
Chalmers, Thomas Clayton, Colquitt, Dix, Fairfield, John- 
son of Louisiana, Lewis, Manguin, Mason, Niles, Phelps, 
Rusk, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, and 
Yulee—H0. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. ALLEN then submitted his amendment, 
which was as follows: 

Add the following section at the end of the bill: 

‘Sec, —. Be it further enacted, That, in addition to the 
volunteer force authorized by the act of the 13th of May, 
1846, the President of the United States be, and hs is hereby 
authorized to accept the services of ten thousand volunteers, 
to serve during the war, upon the same terms and conditions 
in every respect as provided in that act.” 

Mr. MANGUM desired to inquire whether that 
amendment emanated from the Senator from Ohio, 
or was called for by the Executive Department. 
He could not vote for it, inasmuch as no estimates 
of the expense had been prepared, no appropriation 
proposed to meet the expense, and as the Presi- 


dent had not asked for this force, nor the Military 


Committee examined and approved the proposi- 
tion. 

Mr. ALLEN replied that it emanated solely 
from himself—that he was unaided and unadvised 
in preparing it. He desired, however, to have a 
large body of volunteers raised, to be subject to 
the orders of the President. ‘The President had 
the whole control of the military force of the coun- 
try, and he would not forestall that power. Before 
the next session of Congress all the volunteers 
which had already been accepted would have the 
privilege of withivawing if they saw fit. An ad- 
equate force, therefore, ought to be placed at the 
disposal of the President in case of such a contin- 
gency. He personally preferred volunteers; yet 
he was ready to support the measures of the Exe- 
cutive en this point, because the President knew 
best. He believed the adoption of this proposition 
would do no harm. The President had power 
under the Constitution to call out the whole force 
of the country under the name of militia; this, 
then, would not add to the power of the President. 
It would only be an exercise of his power in a par- 
ticular form—by volunteer organization instead of 
State drafts for militia. They knew not what 


might occur before the next meeting of Congress, | 


and he was therefore disposed to give the President 
power to call out this species of foree—a power 
which would only be exercised in case of neces- 


sity. 

Mir. JARNAGIN was disposed to_vote for the 
amendment of the Senator from Ohio, If the Presi- 
dent was not disposed to call them into the service, 
no harm would done; but he would place these 
additional troops at the disposal of the President if 
they should be required. 

Mr. DAYTON said he should regret exceeding- 
ly to see this amendment adopted. Was it not 
enough that they had voted all the Executive asked 
for? Why, then, should they take the responsi- 
bility of voting more than were asked for? The 
E.xecutive had not asked for these additional troops, 
the Military Committee had not recommended 
them; there were no estimates of the expense of 
them, nor any provision made by appropriations 
for their payment. He should, therefore, vote 
against the amendment. 


“Mr. CAMERON aaid, since the discussion on || 


this bill had commenced, several gentlemen from 


| of troops would be required, had 


| with the muster roll of five companies that were 
| ready to inlist as soon as the bill should be passed. | 


to call for the amount of force which was contem- 


_ held a seat in that body, especially when his friends 


, ble instance that had occurred to him in the course 


‘\ test, 


ZNDEN, Mr. | his State, who had been here to inquire what kind | the Senator from Ohio. He had always heretofore 
, held that volunteer forces in this country were the 


. . . . “ | 
since their arrival there they had written to him || 


They were amongst the best young men of the 
State, and the officers were men of standing, char- | 
acter, and education. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON. Who appointed them? 

Mr. CAMERON would tell the Senator. An 
intimation had been given by the Government that | 
the men would be permitted to select for themselves | 
the officers that were to command them; and with 
that intimation, the town of Carlisle, with a popu- | 
lation of three thousand five hundred, had raised 
two companies of one hundred men each. He had | 
no doubt that within the next thirty days three 
regiments would be offered for service from the 
State of Pennsylvania, and in two months there 
would be five regiments tendered. He would say 
further, that if the other States should refuse, 
Pennsylvania would furnish all the regiments re- 
quired. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said he understood from 
the Senator from Pennsylvania that five companies 
were ready and willing to inlist, and to become 
a part of the regular army; and when he spoke 
of the manner in which they were to be officered, 
he understood that Senator to speak by authority, 
and to say that the members of the companies were 
to choose their own officers. Now, he wished to | 
inquire whether, if these companies were to be- |) 
come a part of the regular army, the President had || 
stipulated that he would use no discretion in the |! 
matter, but appoint those that the companies might |) 
select ? \| 

Mr. CAMERON understood the course to be || 
pursued in this case was that pursued by President | 
Madison in 1812. Companies were raised by per- || 
sons who became the officers of the companies with 
the understanding that they would be commission- | 
ed if properly qualified. In the case to which he 
had referred from his own State, the rolls were sent 
to him with certificates of election, with recom- 
mendations signed by judges and other respectable 
citizens; and he apprehended in such cases the | 
President would appoint, unless the parties were | 
shown to be unworthy. 


Mr. JARNAGIN understood that the State of | 


Pennsylvania had a pledge that the men should be |: 


allowed to select their own officers. 
not the same pledge be given to other States? 
aught he knew, it had been given. 

Mr. BADGER would readily votefor the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio, if it could be , 
shown that the force was desired by the President. 
But this was not so. The gentleman had declared 
from his seat that he proposed the amendment sole- 
ly on his own authority. While he would vote for 
the amendment if required by the President, he 
hoped the honorable gentleman would excuse him 
for saying that he could not vote for the amend- 
ment if offered simply on his own authority. 

Mr. DIX said that the President had authority 


Why should 
For 


plated by the bill, and more even. 

Mr. 
prolong the discussion upon this bill, but at the | 
same time he would incidentally enter his protest 
against the disposition which he had seen evinced 
on the part of some gentlemen to precipitate their 
decision upon some questions, no matter what their 
importance might be, without investigation and 
without debate. 
under that course of proceeding ever since he had 


over the way were in power. The most memora- 
of his life, (and he trusted it would be the only 
instance of the kind that would occur in the his- 
tory of thisGovernment,) was the manner in which 
the Oregon treaty was hurried to a vote in secret 
session. That treaty was brought to a close with- 
out allowing time for debate, [** Order! order!” || 
from several Senators.} He was at liberty to 
speak of this matter, for the injunction of secrecy 
had been removed. The treaty was thrust upon 
them without a moment’s warning, and their de- 
cision upon it was imperiously demanded without | 
allowing time, he had almost said, for reading it | 
over. They had seen something like the same sort || 
of proceeding here for the last few days, and against 
such proceedin 
He would 


' 


he now entered his solemn pro- | 


ANNEGAN said that he did not wish to || 


He had been one of the sufferers || é 
| gaged during 
one description of force was as 


vote against the proposition of !! 
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right arm of our national defence. He had always 


| entertained apprehensions of a regular army. He 


dreaded it in ume of war, and he dreaded it in tine 
of peace. He dreaded it especially at the cone|y. 
sion of a war. He dreaded the influence which 
could be brought to bear, the exertions that would 


be used, to retain the establishment of the army 
’ 


for the reasons which were given by his friend) 


the Senator from Missouri, yesterday: those rea. 
sons were, with him, conclusive. The decision of 


| the Senate to-day, however, upon the proposition 


of the Senator from Missouri, and its decision the 


_ other day on that of the Senator from Texas, had 
_ brought him to one conclusion, at any rate, in re- 


lation to this war. 
He should vote for no more volunteer forces; for 


|| he considered that the decision of the Senate jy 


regard to this matter (though he trusted it would 
not stand as a precedent for the future) clearly in- 


| dicated that this war was to be conducted by reg. 


ular troops only. The Senate, by its decision jn 


| rejecting the proposition for volunteers, declaved 
' that that sort of force was considered to be utter| 
|| inadequate to the service required to be performed. 
He could not regard it in any other sense. 

| standing army, if it were full; 


The 
would consist of 
seventeen regiments, and to these were now to he 
added ten more—making, in all, twenty-seven. He 
would ask any American if he had so little confi- 
dence in the eon and courage of his fellow- 
citizens as to believe that, with seventeen regiments 
of regular soldiers, and the volunteer forces that 
were ready and anxious to enter the field, there 
would not be sufficient to meet all Mexico in arms? 
He would not say that a secret influence had been 
brought to bear upon that decision in support of 
the proposition for the increase of the regular army, 
but he would repeat what he had already said, that 
secret and open influence would be brought to bear 
to retain theseeforces after the conclusion of the 
war, if there was ever to be a conclusion, and he 
began almost to believe there never would. He 
rose simply with a view of expressing only what 
he now said. He would not vote for the proposi- 
tion of the Senator from Ohio, nor would he, after 
the decision of the Senate to-day, vote for any 
more volunteer forces. He would vote for regulars, 
however, as many as might be called for. 

Mr. COLQUITT said he could see nothing im- 


| proper in the proposition submitted by the Senator 
| from Ohio, nor did he conceive any possible neces- 


sity for a complaint against the Senate for having 
voted favorably upon the bill which had been 
brought forward by the Military Committee, and 


"which had already Eran the House of Represent- 


atives. Some gentlemen had seemed to suppose 


_ that the proposition now submitted was improper, 


because the Administration had not asked for it. 
That would come with a very good grace from 


_ gentlemen who were disposed to withhold as much 
as possible from the Administration, but it did not 
' come with a very good grace from those who com- 
_ plained of a want of ability in the Administration 


to carry on their et operatious successfully 
on account of the feeble nature of the support 
granted. The Senator from Indiana said he would 


vote for no more volunteers, because the Senate 
had, in compliance with the request of the Execu- 


tive, granted tem regiments of regular soldiers. 
Mr. C. could not concur in this view, for he could 
see no great difference between the two forces. 
They were all to be new recruits, and all to be en- 
the continuance of the war. The 
good as the other. 
If it were the wish of Congress to call them reg- 
ulars, he saw no objection. ae 

Mr. ARCHER suggested that an appropriation 
of so large an amount of men and money as this 
amendment proposed, _— to come from the Mil- 
itary Committee, who had had an opportunity to ad- 
vise with the President. It was a subject of much 
importance, and ought not to be acted upon simply 
because an individual member had ted it— 
not that he would willingly op he Senator 
from Ohio. He contended for the principle in- 
volved. 

Mr. BREESE said he had intended to make 
some remarks on this bill, to explain the vote he 
should give, but the Senator from South Carolina 
had expressed his views in their general tenor, and 
therefore he should abstain. ‘ : 

But there was one or two points on which he 
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should make a few remarks, lest he should be 

laced in a false position by the argument of the 
Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Atcuison.] He 
would, in the first place, say he did not yield to 
that Senator, or to any other, in his admiration of 
the patriotism, heroic gallantry, and devotion to 
country, exhibited by the volunteers. He thought 
they were entitled to all praise. But as they had 
not been attacked here, it was not necessary that he 
should defend them. 


The law, as it now stands, authorized the Presi- | 
dent to call out such volunteers as the exigencies | 


of the circumstances might require, not exceeding 
fifty thousand. In addition to this, he has called 
for these ten regiments. And the Senator from 
Indiana, [Mr. Hannecan,] who spoke a few mo- 


ments ago, said by the vote of the Senate it would | 


be understood that the Government had abandoned 
all reliance on the volunteers as a proper defence 
for the country. Now, he thought that the oppo- 
site of this was the proposition affirmed. E 

defence, the country would rely on the militia and 
volunteers; but this was a war of invasion, and to 


be carried on in a foreign country. And for a war | 


of invasion, it is the opinion of all military men, 
that volunteers were not the most proper force. 

Sut it had been said that it would be difficult to 
obtain these regiments. Now, his information led 
him to other conclusions. He saw by a newspaper 


published in the city of New York, that there was | 


no difficulty in obtaining recruits with the money 


| 


| 
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again propose an amendment, to strike out the ten 


regiments provided for in the first section of the 
bill, and insert “four regiments, to wit: one regi- 
‘ment of infantry, one of dragoons, one of volti- 
‘ geurs, to be armed and equipped as such, and one 


i * of foot riflemen, to be provided with a rocket and 
‘ mountain howitzer battery.’? He was exceedingly 
| reluctant to suffer any further augmentation of the 


regular army, and offered this amendment with the 
hope of reducing the number. But if this amend- 
ment should prevail, he should offer another amend- 
ment, to authorize the President, at his discretion, 
to call out seven or eight regiments of volunteers. 
On that amendment he called for the yeas and nays. 


| They were ordered. 


Mr. JARNAGIN felt constrained to make an- 
other explanation. He would vote for the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky on condition 


| that he would add to it the ten regiments of volun- 


or 


bounty of twelve dollars now allowed; in addition | 


to which, it was proposed to increase the pay of 
the soldiers, and likewise to give them bounty 
lands; and besides all this, the regular soldier had 


perquisites not allowed to the voluntecr—their || 


clothing being furnished them at the expense of | 


the Government, 

There would then be no difficulty in raising the 
troops; but if there should, the President had still 
the authority left to call for volunteers. He sup- 
posed the regular troops could not be inlisted to 
carry o:) the campaign during the present season; 
but by the time they were required, they would be 


in readiness, if the war is to be prosecuted. But | 
he had heard no Senator define the difference be- | 
tween the regular soldier and the volunteer. In i 
either case, the inlistment was voluntary, and in || 


both cases, for the war. There was very little 
difference, then, but in name—both are voluntary 
engagements. 

it had been suggested by the Senator from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Jarnacin,] that officering these regi- 


ments of regulars would be an increase of the | 


| appoint these officers, he cvuld not appoint any | 


| 
| 
| 


patronage of the President, which he would use | 


for party purposes. But let them look at the or- 
ganization of the last rifle regiment, of whose ofli- 


cers one-third, if not one-half, were opposed to | 


the President. He thought it was the duty of the 
President to know no party in officering a regi- 
ment. He thought it was necessary that the head 
of the army in the field should have the same views 
of policy as the President; but beyond that, party 
should not be known. 


| 
' 
| 


| 


Yielding, then, as he had already said, to no one | 


in respect for the volunteers, but believing the ex- 
igencies of the country reqilired these troops as 
regulars, Mr. B. could not do less than vote as he 
did—against the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Missouri, [Mr. Arcuison.] e, however, 
had no objection to that of the Senator from Ohio, 


[Mr. ALLEN,] as that does not interfere with rais- | 


ing the ten regiments of regulars. 

Mr. MANGUM appealed to the Senate that this 
debate should be brought to a speedy close. An 
ardent desire for speedy action had been manifested 
by the official organ of the President. He believed 
that every mind was made up on the question; and 
he hoped the vote would be immediately taken. 
He would, therefore, call for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio. 

The yeas and nays being ordered, were then 
taken, and resulted—yeas 12, nays 36, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Atherton, Breese, Bright, John M. 
Clayton, Colquitt, Fairfield, Houston, Jarnagin, Rusk, Tur- 
"NAYS Desens: Archer, Ashley, Atchison Badger 

= . er = 
by, Benton, Berrish, Butlcr, Calhoun, Cameron, Cass Chal 
mers, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, o, 

Phelps. 


Dix, Greene, Hannegan, Huntington, Johnson of 


Lewis, Mangum, Mason, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, 


Sevier, Si ; E 
and ¥ a Speight, Sturgeon, Upham, Woodbridge, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN was sorry to prolong the 
debate; but felt bound to make one further effort 
to raise the proper description of force. He would 


teers. 

The yeas and nays on the amendment of Mr. 
CRITTENDEN were then called, and were as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Atchison, Badger, Berrien, Cil- 


| ley, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, 


Greene, Hannegan. Huntington, Jarnagin, Miller, More- 

head, Pearce, Simmons, Upham, and Woodbridge—20. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, 

Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, 


Thomas Clayton, Colquitt, Dix, Fairfield, Houston, John- 


son of Louisiana, Lewis, Mangum, Mason, Niles, Phelps, 
| Rusk, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee— 
30. 


Mr. BADGER then moved to amend the bill 
‘by striking out the proviso conferring authority 
, upon the President to appoint officers to the regi- 


ments during the recess of Congress. 
Mr. HANNEGAN said he should oppose the 


| the recess. He could not suppose that one-fourth 
| of this force could be raised in the five weeks that 
| Congress had to continue. 

| Mr. ALLEN said, suppose the President could 


| from Arkansas, for the mail could scarcely go 
there and return in time, and consequently that 
| State would be excluded from the appointments. 
Mr. BADGER thought that strictly these com- 
| panies had no right to elect their officers; but they 
| had now heard that the President had had muster 
| rolls before him with the names of officers, which 
| he had intimated his intention to appoint, and 
| therefore it would be very easy to send in to the 


| Senate those nominations. He was not disposed | 
to surrender the power of this body over nomina- | 
| tions. But the effect of this proviso, with the ex- 


| planations they had had, would be to give to the 
| companies the absolute right to appoint their offi- 
| cers, while it appeared that it was vested in the 
| President with the approval of the Senate. It was 
| idle and absurd to provide that the nominations 
| should be sent in at the next session, for before 
| that time the officers and men might be many hun- 
| dred miles away. This was not a bill authorizing 
| the President to raise from one to ten regiments in 
| the recess in case of an emergency, where it would 
' inolve an absurdity to require nominations during 
| the session. But when this bill shall have been 
.passed, these regiments are actually called into the 
service. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON briefly advocated the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. CASS opposed it. There were very few 
weeks of the session remaining, and in that time the 


; of ; i 
respecting the qualifications of the men that were |, which bed Geearred in tha faa 


candidates for the renee 
Mr. SEVIER sai 


reading of the Constitution was that the President 
had no right to fill an original office, which had 
to come before the Senate for confirmation in the 


recess. He could fill vacancies, but not make ori- | 


to appoint inferior officers, if given to him by | 
Con , but they were such appointments as | 
would not require the approbation of the Senate. | 
It was the imperative duty then of the President to | 
make his nominations. It was a matter which it | ; 
_ amendment relative to 


was not for the Senate now to consider. 


| amendment, because it would take away the power 
of the President to make the appointments during | 


he should vote for the mo- 
tion of the Senator from North Carolina. His | 
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Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Dix, Greene, Houston, 


Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Sevier, Simmons, 
Upham, Woodbridge, and Yulee—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, Fairfield, Han- 
eee Sere, Mason, Rusk, Speight, Turney, and West- 
cott—-18, 


Mr. J. M. CLAYTON moved a further amend- . 


ment to the bill by adding to the first section of the 
bill the following proviso: 

‘* Provided, also, That no member of either House 
of Congress shall be appointed to any office under 
this act.”’ 

_Mr. HANNEGAN moved to add to that pro- 
viso, after the words *“* no member of Congress,”’ 
the words ** his brother and son.”’ ; 

Mr. CAMERON said he had * no brother or 
son’’ to be appointed to the office referred to; but 
he thought it disreputable to themselves to pass 
that provision. He hoped the amendment to the 
amendment would not be adopted. 

After a remark or two from Messrs. JOHNSON 
of Louisiana, CASS, and MANGUM, the ques- 
tion was put on agreeing to the amendment of Mr. 
Hanwneean, and, upon a division, it was not agreed 
to—ayes 18, noes 2]. 

The question then recurring upon the amend. 
ment of Mr. Cayton, it was decided in the nega- 
tive, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YER AS—Meesrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Cilley, John M. 
Clayton, Corwin, Davis, Dayton, Greene, Jarnagin, Man 
gum, Miller, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, and Wood- 
bridge—17. ‘ 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cameron, 
Cass, Chalmers, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, John 
son of Louisiana, Mason, Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Speight, 
Sturgeon, Turney, and Yulee—26, 


Mr. HANNEGAN then submitted the following 


amendment: 


Sec. 9. And be'it further enacted, That the President be, 
and he is hereby authorized, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, to appoint two additional surgeons, 
and twelve additional assistant surgeons in the regular army 
of the United States, subject to the provisions of an act en- 
titled ‘An act to increase and regulate the pay of the surgeons 
and assistant surgeons of the army,’ approved June 30, 1834; 
and that the officers whose appointments are authorized by 
this section, shall receive the pay and allowances of officers 
of the sume grades respectively; and that the assimilated 


| rank of the ofticers of the medical department of the army 


shall be arranged upon the same basis which at preseut de- 
termines the amount of their psy and emoluments: Pro- 
vided, That the medical officers shall not, in virtue of such 
rank, be entitled to command in the line or other staff de- 
partments of the army.”’ 


Mr. H. said, under the act of 1842 there was a re- 
duction of the medical staff of two surgeons and ten 
assistant surgeons. By the act of the last session 
the ranks of the army had been filled, and the num- 
ber of soldiers doubled, but no addition of a single 
surgeon or assistant surgeon had been made, and 
as a consequence General Taylor had been under 
the necessity of employing seventeen surgeons at 


| an expense of $130 a month, which would exceed 


the pay of those surgeons proposed by this amend- 
ment, besides supplying the place of men, some 
of whom were ange for the duty undertaken. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

No further amendment being offered, the bill 
was reported to the Senate, and the question being 
upon concurring in the amendments adopted in 
committee of the whole— 

Mr. ARCHER demanded a arene vote upon 
concurring in the amendment relative to bounty 
lands. 


Mr. BADGER demanded a separate vote upon 


| President would not be able to receive from differ- | concurring in the amendment relative to chap- 


| 
| ent parts of the country the necessary information | 
| 
| 


lains. 

Mr. BENTON reminded the Senate of the delay 
of this bill, and 
appealed to the Senate to pass it without further 
opposition. 

The question was then taken upon concurring 


_in all the amendments, except those relating to 
| bounty lands and chaplains, and decided in the 
_ affirmative. 


Mr. BADGER then moved to strike out that 
part of the amendment relative to chaplains, which 
provides that each volunteer regiment shall elect 
its own chaplain; which was not agreed to. 

The amendment was then concurred in. _ 

The question then being upon concurring in the 
ting bounty lands to the 


The question was then put and decided in the |, non-commissioned officers, musicians, and pri- 


affirmative, by yeas and nays, as follows: 
YEAS—Mesers. Archer, 


| 
| 
ginal appointments. True, the President had power | 


Badger, Berrien, Butler, Cal- 
houn, Chalmers, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, 


| Vat 
M:. RUSK moved to strike out all after the 
word ‘* that,” and insert: 
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“To each non-commissioned officer, musician, and pri- | 


vate of the regulars, volunteers, and militia, who has en- | 
gaged or shall engage to serve for twelve months, or during | 
the war with Mexico, and who shall actually serve for the | 


= 





term of one year, if the war shall last so long, unless killed || 


or dying in the service, or who shall be discharged. honor 
ably before the expiration of his term of service, in conse- 
quence of wounds or sickness incurred in the course of such 
service, there shall be issued by the Secretary of the ‘Treas- 


_ury a serip for the sum of one hundred dollars, bearing in- | 


terest al six per cent. per annum, redeemable in ten years, 
and to all who shall have served fer six months, died, or 
been discharged in consequence of wounds received, or 
rickness incurred, in the course of such service, there shall 
be issued by the Secretary of the Treasury a scrip for the 
suin of fifty dollars, bearing interest at six per cent. per an- 
num, redeemable in ten years.’’ 

Mr. BENTON here intimated that he had re- 
liable authority for saying that companies were 
already organized for the purpose of proceeding to 
Mexico, and purchasing the land scrip of the sol- 
diers. In order to arrange the section referring to 
those bounty lands, so as to defeat the objects of 
these speculators, he would move that the Senate 
now adjourn, with the view of taking up the sub- 
ject to-morrow, 

Mr. B.’s motion prevailing, 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuunspay, January 28, 1847. 

The Journal of yesterday having been read, tt 
was s0 amended, on motion of Mr. McILVAINE, 
as to conform to the fact that he had yesterday given 
his vote to sustain the decision of the Chair, and 
not against it, as erroneously stated. 

And, having been thus amended, the Journal was 
approved. 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
news to be the resolution offered by Mr. Hopxins, 
on Tuesday, providing that all debate on the Naval 
Appropriation Bill should terminate at one o’clock 
to-morrow, [in the language of the resolution. ] 

On which resolution the previous question had 
been demanded. 
Mr. McCLERNAND asked the general consent 

of the House, to introduce a resolution. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved that the resolution of 
Mr. Horns, (to terminate the debate on the naval 
appropriation bill) be laid on the table. 

And the question being taken, the House de- 
cided that the resolution should not be laid on the 
table. 

The question then recurred and was taken on the 
demand for the previous question. 

And there was a second. 

And, after some conversation on a point of or- 
der, the main question was ordered; and, being 
taken, the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. BARRINGER asked leave to offer a reso- 
lution. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. McKAY moved that the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. ISAAC E. HOLMES asked Mr. McKay | 
to waive his motion for the moment, to enable him 
(Mr. H.) to report a bill. 

Mr. McKAY declining to withdraw— 

The question on his motion was taken, and, 


and unfit for use. Experience had proved, that, 
when these contracts were thrown into the open 
market, and given to the lowest bidder, the articles 
were put up in so improper and imperfect a man- 


| ner, that one half of them were condemned as unfit 


for use, which caused the article, in effect, to cost | 
| the Government double price; and the loss sus- | 
tained by the Government in this way was reported || 


as amounting to $9,000 in a single year. 

Since then, it had been found that butter and 
cheese put up in the Irish mode, as was practised 
in the British and the Dutch navies, would last 


much longer; in consequence of which, a contract | 


had been made recently in New York, and certain 


dairy farmers had undertaken to put up the articles | 


in this way, and the experiment had been attended 


with such entire success, that, instead of a loss of | 


fifty per cent., the Government had not lost even 
one per cent, on the whole amount. By this mode, 
not only had a great saving of the public money 
been effected, but better articles furnished, and the 
comfort of our sailors greatly promoted Mr. B. 


_ therefore believed that the amendmeut he purposed 


to offer was entitled to be received with favor. The 
change had been strongly recommended by the 
Secretary of the Navy, and the Naval Committee 
were pnanimous in reporting the amendment. 
Besides this, there was another amendment Mr. 


| B. intended to offer, in regard to the wages now 


| most foolish war; for he believed, that in it, we | 


there are but two alternatives left to the country: | 
either we must shrink from the prosecution of this | 


paid to the firemen and coal-heavers on board our 
ships of war. The wages of these persons was 
fixed by law, and the price they received was 
higher than that paid in the merchant service, and 
higher than it ought to be. It was out of propor- 
tion to the wages paid to the sailors in the same 
vessels. A communication received from Commo- 


dore Perry stated, that when these firemen and || 


coal-heavers became sick, and the sailors took their 
places temporarily, they got but twelve dollars a 
month for performing precisely the same duty as 
that for which the others received eighteen dollars. 
The amendment jhe had to propose provided that 
the compensation of these firemen should be made 
a matter of regulation, as that of the seamen and 
non-commissioned officers was, in order that when 
seamen performed the same duty, they should get 
the same compensation. This would prevent what 
the tars were wont to call “ shamming Abraham’”’ 
and ** playing possum.’’ He hoped there would 
be no difficulty in adopting both the amendments. 


Mr. EWING, of Tennessee, rose (he said) to | 


make some suggestions in relation to the Mexican 
war—to that most remarkable, he had almost said 


had arrived at a point where we could neither ad- 


vance without danger, nor recede without dis- || 


honor. 

Mr. E. then went into a general speech on the 
causes of the war, and on the results, so far as they 
had yet been developed. 

Mr. SIMS, of South Carolina, next obtained the 
floor, and addressed the committee as follows: 

Mr. Cuarmman: The country, under all the con- 
stitutional forms of our Government, is engaged 
in a foreign war. Looking to peace as the result, 


| war, retire from our conquests, call off our troops 


having been decided in the affirmative, i 


The House resolved itself into Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Ficxum, 
of Illinois, in the chair,) and resumed the considera- | 
tion of the bill making appropriations for the naval | 
service. 

Mr. BAYLY said he had two amendments | 
which he was instructed by the Committee on Na- | 
val Affairs, when in order, to offer; and, for fear he | 
might not have an opportunity of explaining them | 
at the time he offered them, he would ask the at- | 
tention of the committee whilst he explained them | 
now. He would confine himself purely to the | 
business in hand, for he had no speech to make. 

In relation to the first of the amendments, he | 
wished to state, that it had regard to the manner 
in which the navy was supplied with butter and 
cheese. These articles were formerly held to be 
included among those which were to be furnished | 
by contract by the lowest bidder. It was neces- | 


sary that both these substances should be put up 
f| 


in a peculiar manner, or they would not keep. 

ee up, when they arrived in a warm 
climate, ra protracted voyage, the cheese was 
found to be full of insects, and the butter rancid 


|| must ** conquer a peace. 


‘| our own Government. 


; 


j 
j 
| 

} 


and our victorious arms; or, we must prosecute it 
with vigor; and, in the language of the President 
apposite and appropriate, though derided—we 
** I say, these are the 
only alternatives; for 1 discard the suggestion that 
fell a day or two since from my friend from Phila- 
delphia, [Mr. J. R. Incersoxt,] looking to the 
interference of a European Power to act asa friend 
and arbitrator in this matter, to bring about a 
peaceable result. 


There are two reasons why we should discard | 


any such interference: 

The first is, that all that could be reasonably 
expected from it has been voluntarily offered by 
We have proposed to ne- 
gotiate with Mexico: she has scorned our proposi- 
tion. We therefore may not hope for any prac- 


tical result from the mode indicated by the gentle- 
| man from Pennsylvania. 


But there is a still higher and a more powerful 
reason why we should discard any such interfer- 
ence. It has been a cardinal maxim of this Gov- 
ernment, since the Administration of Mr. Monroe, 
who in an official document proclaimed it, down 
to this time, that upon this continent, at least, 
European Powers must “ hands off;’’ that they 
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| must not interfere in American politics, so as to 
| adjust, or control, or in any measure meddle with 
| our rights in the settlement of American ques. 
tions. I would, therefore, be slow to admit tha: 
| interference, much less to court it. , 
Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL interposed and saiq 
that as the gentleman from South Carolina had 
favored him with a notice of some brief and pass- 
ing remarks which he had made a day or two ago 
he desired that these remarks anid be perfectly 
understood. He had then said, and now repeated— 
what was not calculated to interfere with the posi- 
‘| tion of the member from South Carolina—as 
| general rule, direct negotiation was best. Where 
| one nation can, in its proper and responsible ay- 
| thority, have access to another, equally, properly, 
and responsibly represented, mediation, however 
| friendly and powerful, were better dispensed with, 
| The condition of Mexico was peculiar. Her capa- 
city to negotiate was crippled by internal dissen- 
' sion. She did not enjoy the ordinary national 
facilities of meeting foreign representatives by rep- 
resentatives of her own. One section of her parties 
| was watched with jealousy by all the rest. Each 
faction feared to commit its popularity by meeting 
or making overtures of negotiation. All could 
unite simultaneously in accepting the mediation 
of a friendly Power. Without withdrawing our 
troops from the field or our ships from the gulf, 
which he should gravely deprecate, Mr. I. thought 
/we might, without a particle of compromise of 
' dignity, and with the truest policy, agree to such 
|| mediation, as not being unbecoming on the part of 
| this country,eand seems to be the only mode of 
| entering upon an effort of negotiation on the part 
| of the enemy. 
| Mr. SIMS (resuming.) The explanation of 
| the gentleman, thougli it seems to vary, does not 
substantially change the proposition. It still 
_ would invite European interference in an Ameri- 
| can question. And though it be true, as the gen- 
| tleman suggests, that the condition of Mexico is 
' such thatno rulers, no authorities, dare to risk their 
| popularity by breasting an unpopular measure; 
| that no rulers in Mexico are filled with sufficient 
| patriotism to sacrifice themselves for the good of 
their own country, yet that circumstance is not 
| sufficient to drive this country and this Govern- 
| ment from a long-established maxim and a well- 
settled policy. If it is the fact in relation to Mex- 
| ico, that the condition both of her people and her 
| governors is such as to make it almost impracti- 
| cable for them, at this particular moment, to pro- 
pose a peace, yet it is not sufficient for us to vary 
| from a long-established policy of our country. 
__ There are, then, but the two alternatives which 
'T have suggested: either our forces must be re- 
called, or this war must be prosecuted with vigor. 
| Who is there in the whole extent of this country 
who can recommend that the arms of the United 
| States should be withdrawn from Mexico? Would 
| not such a proposition; if carried out in practice, 
involve this ema both in disaster and dis- 
‘honor? What would be the result of such a pro- 
cedure on the Mexican himself? Vainglorious 
and boastful, he would look upon it as an acknowl- 
| edgmsnt on the part ef the United States, that they 
‘| had plunged themselves into a war which they 


it 


| were unable to prosecute; that though they had 
| 


' 


achieved a victory at Palto Alto, at Resaca de la 
Palma, and Monterey, still they had found them- 
selves at last checkmated, either by the climate of 
the country or by the chivalry of the Mexican 
| arms, and, in consequence, had found themselves 
‘| breasted with insurmountable difficulties; that they 
‘| had been compelled by their own accord to retire, 
| and leave an easy victory to the Mexicans. 
H This would be our disaster; followed up bya 
| continued boundary war—a war between the Mex- 
|| icans and the Texans for years, perhaps for cen- 
|, turies. It would inspirit. these people to keep up 
‘| a border war, a sanguinary contest between the 
| two nations; and all these evil consequences must 
‘| necessarily result from such a procedure. 
1 It would be worse: it would involve this Gov- 


| 
| 


ernment in great dishonor. Sir, cent of 
treasure that has been expended, every drop of 
| blood that has been shed in this war, have not been 
profitlessly expended and shed if we will but be 
true to ourselves. It was beautifully said in the 
| other end of the Capitol, a day or two since [by 
|| Mr. Cass,] that Europe bad forgotten who we 
| were. In the long period of peace, European na- 


| tions have looked upon us as traders and agricul- 
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turists. They have forgotten that a military spirit 
slumbered beneath this peaceful spirit in our coun- 
try; and, until what has been seen in this Mexican 
war, of the victories which have been achieved, 
the ease with which we have raised armies, it was 
forgotten that a military spirit did exist. The 
honor we have achieved, the reputation we have 
gained abroad in this war, are ample considerations 
for every cent expended, for every drop of blood 
shed in its prosecution. But if we should with- 
draw from the war, and thus acknowledge our- 
selves incapable of prosecuting it, how can we 





escape the deep damnation of civilized nations | 


throughout the earth? How can we escape the 
universal scorn and contempt which follow the 
man who commenced to build and was not able to 
finish ?—having commenced a war, and being un- 
able to prosecute it? co 

Sir, | think the true position of this country is 
to throw itself on the other alternative, and say to 
Mexico, as James Fitz James said to Rhoderic 
Dhu: 

«Come one, come all; this rock shall fly 

From its firm base as soon as I.” 
Plant your flag at every advanced post you con- 
quer; hold it; push on your victories until you 
have overrun the country, and by a vigorous pros- 
ecution of the war, have conquered the peace which 
we desire. We are able to achieve this conquest. 
So far, the war has been prosecuted, if not with 
the most signal, at least with a reasonable suc- 
cess. 

The gentleman who last addressed the chair, 
[Mr. Ewrne, of Tenn.] asked, in the opening of his 
speech, if this war could not have been avoided— 
for | come now to examine some of the objections 
that are urged a either the commencement of 
the war, or would seem to be, in some sort, urged 
against its prosecution,—the gentleman asked if 


this war could not have been avoided? He an- | 


swered his own interrogatory by saying it might; 
that by reasonable forbearance on our part, it 
could honorably have been avoided. In order 
tocome to this result, however, it was necessary 


for the gentleman to decapitate Grotius, and throw | 


aspersions on the authority of Vattel and other 
law-writers. It would seem, therefore, that, from 
the very course of his argument, he admitted that, 
according to the authorities upon international law, 
this war could not be honorably avoided; and it 
was necessary’ to dispose of the standard law- 
writers on this subject before he could make good 
the proposition for which he contended. Under 
the circumstances of the case, and according to all 
the principles of international law, this war could 
not have been honorably avoided. At the last 
session of Congress I debated the proposition as 
to the right and duty of the President of the Uni- 
ted States to move our forces forward from Cor- 
pus Christi to the Rio Grande. I do not, therefore, 
choose at this time to go entirely over the argu- 
mens There are one or two propositions, how- 
ever, which I will state. 

If this was really the territory of Texas, which 
is embraced between the Nueces and the Rio 
Grande, or if it was disputed territory, in either 
event the President was bound, when negotiation 
had been refused on the part of Mexico, to defend 
the asserted limits of Texas, and not to allow the 
rights of Texas to suffer in his hands. He had 
no right to establish a boundary in a disputed ter- 
ritory; nor had he a right, by any act of his, to 
compromit the rights of ‘I’exas. 

{ will state one fact for the benefit of members 
from New England, in reference to the rights of 
‘Texas in the country between the Nueces and the 
Rio Grande, and will show, according to received 
public opinion, enlightened public opinion through- 
out the country, that until the lust Congress assem- 
bled here, no areca was ever entertained as to 
the rights of ‘Texas up to the Rio Grande, from 
its mouth to its source. In the common school 
allases, by Goodrich and others, from New Eng- 
land, for the purpose of teaching the children and 
youth of the rey, geography and the true lim- 
its and divisions of nations, you find that ev 
one lays down the country from the mouth to the 
source of the Rio G as a part of Texas— 
exactly in conformity with the history of the times, 
and in conformity with the declaration of the Presi- 
dent of the United States in his late annual mes- 
to Congress. 

ming, then, that it was the duty of the 

United States to move the army 


President o the 
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1 from Corpus Christi to the Rio Grande, and that | 
|| Our army was rightfully there, (for the facts are | 
| as detailed in the President’s message,) war was || 
| brought on by the act of Mexico. She invaded | 
| our territory, killed our people, murdered Cross, 
| attacked our army, attempted to cut off our sup- 
poe and in this way, war was commenced by | 
|| Mexico. How, then, when we had thus been | 
‘|| maltreated, was it possible for us to avoid, honor- | 
| ably, this war? Cons causes of complaint had | 
|| existed previous] y—causes sufficient to induce this 
|| Government to undertake a war with Mexico. | 
| We had forborne to do so; but when this flagrant | 
|| act of outrage was perpetrated by Mexican arms, | 
| under Mexican authority, how was it possible for 
|| this Gevernment honorably to avoid the recogni- | 
tion and prosecution of the war? 
} 
; 


But it 1s said that the President of the United 
States has waged this war for conquest; and that 
in the conduct of it he has been guilty of usurpa- 
tion in establishing civil governments in such ter- | 
ritory as has been conquered. 

I cannot concur in the regrets and in the shame 
which the gentleman from Tennessee, recently | 
before the committee, [Mr. Ewina,] expressed in 
reference to the President’s message. So far from 
| it, [ think it a document drawn in strict conformity 
with the truth of the times, and in most admirable || 
keeping with the principles of international law. | 
He sets forth three propositions connected with | 
| this Mexican war. He does not assert that this | 
war was undertaken for the injuries which he states 
this country and its citizens have received from | 
‘Mexico. He states, first, the injuries we have 
received from Mexico; second, the causes of this 
war; and, third, he enumerates the modes in which 
this war has been conducted. These three propo- | 
sitions he makes good, by a reference to facts and | 
the history of the times, and by a review of the | 
recent events of the war. I know of no fact stated || 
in the narrative part of the President’s message, 
connected with this Mexican war, that has been 
gainsaid, or that can be gainsaid or denied, upon 
this floor or elsewhere. Most of these statements | 
consist of actual documentary record—facts which || 

may not and cannot be denied. 

But, to show that the President of the United 
States has acted correctly in réference to the occu- 
pation of the country which he has conquered, I 
will call the attention of the committee to an au- | 
thority which is at least respectable—an opinion 
of Judge Marshall, in the celebrated case of Palbot i 
vs. Seeman, 1 Cranch, 1. It was in reference to a || 
question of prize, in what was called the French || 
war, in 1798: I 

*‘Congress may authorize general hostilities, and in such 


|| case the general laws of war will apply; or partial hostili- 
|| ties, when the laws of war, so far as they are applicable, will || 
' 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
j 


} 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| 


| 





| be in force.”’ 


According, then, to this authority, which is an 
exposition of the Constitution of the United States 
upon that point, the moment Congress has recog- | 
nised or declared a war, the general laws of war, | 
as known to the laws of nations, apply, and are to | 
be enforced. 

What, then, are the laws of nations in this par- |) 
ticular? Why, it is known that, according to the 
laws of war, when a conquering Power enters the 
territory of its enemy and subdues a province, it | 
holds military occupation of the country until a || 
treaty of peace, or until the lapse of so long a |) 
time that the country is considered abandoned by 
the ori;rinal holder. Now, there is this difference: 
Moveables which are conquered in a war are taken 
possession of; the moment they are brought into a 
place of safety, ms may be adjudicated as prize, || 
and disposed of, and the title passed; but immove- | 
ables—lands—must wait the results of the war or || 
of time, and during the war are to be continued in ] 
the possession and occupancy of the conquering | 
Power. Such is the authority of Vattel: 


“The property of moveable effects is vested in the enemy 
from the moment they come into his power; and if he sells | 
them to neutral nations, the former proprietor is not entitled 
to claim them. But such things must be actually and truly 
in the eneiny’s power, and carried to a place of sufety.”»— 








Vattel, b. ITT, § 196, p. 385. 
ee ble c aS ons—lands, towns, provinces, &¢c.— | 
hecome the property of the enemy who makes himself mas- 


ter of them; but it is only by the treaty of peace, or the 
entire submission and extinction of the State to which those 
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trievably subdued, and bas lost his sovereignty.”’— Vatte/ | 


b. ITT, § 198, p. 386. 


The practice of the British Government, in their 
East India conquest, as well as the practice of the 
continental Powers of Europe, has always been to 
hold military occupation of the country, and, as 
connected with it, to establish provisional civil gov- 
ernment, which is only a branch or part of military 
authority. So it was ruled in the celebrated case 
of Elphinstone vs. Bedrechund, 1 Knapp, 316. 

I think, therefore, that it is manifest, that so far 
as the President in his message asserts that pro- 
visional governments have been established in the 
conquered conntries, we may well be satisfied, from 
the authorities to which | have referred; and I 
may well assert, that all that is laid down in that 
message, in reference to the establishment of civil 
governments, as subordinate to, and part of, the 
military occupation, is sustained by the law and 
practice of nations. 

But it is asked, For what is this war prosecuted ? 
The President has asserted that itjs not a war of 
conquest; that it is not undertaken for such a pur- 
pose; and yet it is asked for what purpose is the 
war prosecuted? The President, in his message, 
has told you on what terms we will make peace: 
Pay us our dues; indemnify us for the expenses of 
this war that has been imposed upon us; acknow!- 
edge our rights, and we are prepared to make peace 
with Mexico. Now, this ts not either a novel or 
a hard proposition, which the President makes. 
Vattel lays down this doctrine: 

“A State taking up arms in a just cause has a double 
rightagainst her enemy. First, a right to obtain possession 
of her property withheld by the enemy;-to which must be 
added the expenses incurred in the pursuit of that object, 
the charges of the war, and the réparation of damages; for 
were she obliged to bear those expenses and losses, she 
would not fully recover her property, or obtain her due. 
Second, she has a right to weaken her enemy, in order to 
render him incapable of supporting his unjust violence—a 


| right to deprive him of the means of resistance.’’—~Vatéel, 
| b. TIT, § 160, p. 364. 


“The right to security often authorizes us te punish in- 
justice or violence, It is an additional plea for depriving 
an enemy of sotie.part of bis possessions.’’—Vatlel, b, ITT, 
§ 162. ‘ 

“In fine, we seize on the enemy’s property, bis towns, his 


| provinces, in order to bring him to reasonable conditions, 
| and compel him to accept of an equitable and solid peacr. 
| Tous, much more is taken from him than he owes—more 


than is claimed of him: but this is done with a design of 
restoring the surplus by a treaty of peace.”’—Vattel, b. H1, 
§ 163, p, 365. 

The hour of one having arrived— 

Mr. SAWYER rose toa point of order, and 
called upon the Chair to execute the order of the 
House, by. terminating the debate, 

Mr. SIMS insisted on his right to the floor, on 
the ground that the resolution did not terminate 
the debate till one o’clock to-morrow. 

The resolution was here read; and, after same 


'| conversation, 


The CHAIRMAN premising that, although the 
resolution was introduced yesterday, it was not 
adopted until to-day, decided that, like a law, it 
took effect from the time of its passage, and thus 
did not operate until to-morrow; and cited a pre- 
cedent, which was read by the Clerk, sustaining 


this position. 


Mr. SAWYER took*an appeal from the de- 


| cision. 


Considerable conversation, and various points of 
order ensued. 

The question being put upon the appeal, the vote 
stood, ayes 75, noes 25—no quorum present. 

The committee rose and reported that fact to the 
House. 


Mr. SEABORN JONES moved to reconsider 


| the vote by which the resolution to close debate 


had been passed; on which motion he moved the 
previous question, 

Mr. SIMS, of South Carolina, rose to a ques- 
tion of order, and inquired of the Chair whether 
any motion could be received and acted on while 
the House was without a quorum? 

The SPEAKER overruled the objection, inas- 
much as a quorum was evidently present. 

Mr. ASHMUN insisted that, C the report of 
the Committee of the Whole, it appeared, officially, 
that no quorum was present; he therefore moved 
a — of the pores ut the question was aoe 
in the negative, by yeas nays, as follows: 
Yeas 43, nays 138. 

So the House refused to order a call. | 

The SPEAKER then stated the question before 
the House to be on reconsidering the vote passing 
the resolution to close the debate. 
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present, it was not the duty of the Speaker to re- 


Mr. WINTHROP rose and inquired of the || 


sign the chair, and for the House to return into | 


Committee of the Whole? 

The SPEAKER stated that, in general, the po- 
sition of the gentleman from Massachusetts would 
be correct; but that, under the explicit words of 
the fifty-fifth rule, the motion to reconsider took 
‘* precedence of all other questions except a motion 
to adjourn.”’ 

Mr, ASHMUN then moved to lny the motion 
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of the bill. 1] 
The SPEAKER said that it would, in his opin- | 


ion, require a vote of two-thirds to discharge the || 


| committee. 
| 


| 


Mr. ASHMUN inquired of the Chair if the | 
Committee of the Whole had not reported to the || 


|| House that no quorum was present? It had; and || 
| he therefore would move a call of the House. | 


to reconsider on the table; which motion was dis- | 


agreed to, by yeas and nays, as follows: Yeas 75, 
nays 113. 


So the House refused to lay the motion for re- | 


consideration on the table. 


HUDSON, but it was decided in the negative, by 
yeas and nays, as follows: Yeas 28, nays 137. 

Mr. ASHMUN said that the House having re- 
fused to adjourn, he would again move to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table. 

The SPEAKER ruled the motion to lay on the 
table to be out of order. 

Mr. ASHMUN appealed from this decision of 
the Chair, and ee the yeas and nays on the ap- 
veal; and they were ordered. 

Mr. HENLEY, of Indiana, now rose and said, 
if the gentleman from Massachusetts would with- 
draw his appeal, he would move that the House 
nzain resolve itself into committee. Mr. H. said 


| be out of order, as, under the latter clause of the || 


_ to adjourn.” 


| took an appeal. 
A motion to adjourn was then made by Mr. | 


The SPEAKER decided the motion fora call to || 
55th rule, the motion to reconsider * shall take || 
precedence of all other questions, except a motion | 


From this decision of the Chair Mr. ASHMUN || 


The question was stated, “ Shall the decision of || 


_ the Chair stand as the judgment of the House?” || 


A motion was made that the appeal be laid on || 
the table, and decided by yeas and nays as fol- | 
lows: Yeas 108, nays 9. 

So the appeal was laid on the table. 

A motion was here again made by Mr. STE- || 
PHENS to adjourn, and again rejected. 

Mr. TOOMBS now moved a call of the House. | 

The CHAIR decided the motion out of order. || 

Mr. TOOMBS appealed from the decision of the | 
Chair. 


A motion was made by Mr. ROBERTS that the | 


_ appeal be laid on the table; which was decided by |, 


it was a shame and a disgrace to the prevailing || 


party in the House to allow such an utter waste of 
time and delay of the public business. 
Mr. ASHUMUN thereupon said he would cheer- 


by the gentleman from Indiana, |Mr. Henvey.]} 

Mr. ASHMUN withdrew the appeal, and 
moved that the House resolve itself’ into Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER decided the motion to be out 
of order, as the motion to reconsid@r (on which 
the previous question had been moved) took pre- 
cedence of all motions other than a motion to 
adjourn. 

Mr. ASHMUN appealed from this decision of 
the Chair. 

‘The question was then put, * Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the House ? 
The question was decided by yeas and nays as 
follows: Yeas 140, nays 4. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


yeas and nays, as follows: Yeas 11, ar 109. 
So the appeal was not laid on the ‘able. || 
The question recurring on the appeal, a motion || 

was again made to adjourn; on which the yeas and || 


id ¢ | nays were ordered. i} 
fully withdraw his appeal for the purpose indicated | 


Mr. McGAUGHEY asked to be excused from | 
voting; on which the yeas and nays were ordered. | 
But the Chair, on a moment’s reflection, ruled || 


| the motion of Mr. MeGaveney to be out of order, | 


| inasmuch as a motion to adjourn took precedence 
_ of every other motion. 


|, by Mr. Toomns— 


| were taken, as follows: Yeas 62, nays 40—no quo- | 


Mr. SEABORN JONES now withdrew his de- | 


mand for the previous question on his motion to 
reconsider the vote passing the resolution to close 
debate. 

A motion was again made by Mr. GRINNELL 
to adjourn; which was again decided in the negative 
by yeas and nays, as follows: Yeas 32, nays 125. 


“Mr. HENLEY moved that the House resolve || 


itself into Committee of the Whole. 


the motion to reconsider. 


Mr. HENLEY then moved that the motion to || journ. 


reconsider be laid on the table. 


The SPEAKER ‘said the motion was out of || 
order, as the same motion had been made by the | 


gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. caked 
twice before. The first time it had been rejectec 
by the House; the second time it had been decided 


gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Asumun] had 


taken an appeal, and the House had sustained the 
decision of the Chair. 


Mr. McHENRY then moved to postpone until | 


to-morrow the motion to reconsider. 


Mr. HOPKINS moved the previous question on || yeas and nays; which were ordered, and, being | 


t _ taken, resulted as follows: Yeas 101, nays 28. — || 
Mr. VINTON moved to lay the call for the pre: || 


the motion to reconsider. 


vious question on the table. 


The SPEAKER decided this motion to be out | dressing an appeal to the House; but such a cry 


‘| arose of “ No, no!’ that Mr. I’s voice was drown- | 
ed. When heard, he said that he wanted to make a |) 


of order, it having been repeatedly refused. 
Mr. VINTON appealed from this decision. 


i} 
1] 
| 


+} 
| 

i} 
| 
| 


' 


The vote was then taken on the motion to ad- || 


| journ, and decided by yeas and nays as follows: | 
| Yeas 17, nays 102. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 
The question now, recurring on the appeal taken || 


Mr. ASHMUN asked to be excused from voting 
on the appeal; on which request the yeas and nays 


rum voting. Whereupon— i| 
Mr. HAMLIN moved a call of the House. || 
Mr. YOUNG moved that ihe House adjourn; |, 
which motion was decided in the negative by yeas || 
and nays, as follows: Yeas 15, nays 95. 
So the House once more refused to adjourn. 
{It was now five o’clock.] 
The motion for a call was then agreed to. 
The Crierx having called over the roll— 
The SPEAKER reported that one hundred and 


\| 
| forty members had answered to their names. i| 
The Chair ruled the motion out of order pending | 


The absentees were now called over. | 
Mr. SIMS, of South Carolina, moved to ad- || 


Mr. HARPER, and many others, demanded | 
the yeas and nays. H 
Whereupon Mr. SIMS withdrew his motion. | 
Excuses were now received. 


Mr. FARAN moved that his colleague [Mr. || 
| 


’ ‘ 1d | Baixxernorr} be excused. 
out of order by the Chair; from which decision the || 


On which Mr. TOOMBS demanded the yeas | 
and na 


8s. 
Mr. FARAN then withdrew his motion. | 
Mr. SEAMAN moved that his colleague [Mr. || 


| Campse.t] be excused. 


On this motion Mr. TOOMBS demanded the | 


So Mr. Campre et was excused. i} 
Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL here was about ad- || 


+ Mr. ROBERTS moved to discharge the Com- || 
Chair whether, on ascertaining that a quorum was || mittee of the Whole from the further consideration 1 


i} 
i} 


i 
i 
} 
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ing a change of a rule of the House, must lie one 


day. 

The CHAIR sustained the objection, and ruled 
Mr. IncERsoLv’s motion out of order. 

Mr. LONG moved to excuse the absence of his 
colleague, [Mr. Cuarman, of Maryland. } 

On this motion Mr. ‘TOOMBS asked the yeas 
and nays; but the House refused to order them 
and directed the question to be taken by tellers, ’ 

The tellers reporting ayes 34, the yeas and nays 
were again demanded and ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted as follows: Yeas 89, nays 37, 7 

Mr. E. B. HOLMES, of New York, moved to 
reconsider this vote, but it was negatived. 

Mr. RIPLEY moved to excuse Mr. Curver. 

Mr. ROOT demanded the yeas and nays, which 


| were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as fol- 


lows: Yeas 64, nays 64. 

The Chair being temporarily occupied by Mr. 
Hopkins, that gentleman reminded the House that, 
by the rules, the casting vote must be given by the 


| Speaker of the House. The Speaker being mo- 
| mentarily out of the Hall, Mr. H. should reserve 


the question until his vote could be given. 

Mr. TOOMBS said he would relieve the Chair 
from its difficulty by moving a reconsideration, on 
which question & asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HOPKINS said that no motion to recon- 
sider was now in order. 

Several gentlemen said that if there was a tie, the 
motion was of course lost. 

Mr. HOPKINS said that until the vote of the 
Speaker was given, the action of the House was 
not completed. 

The SPEAKER now entered the Hall, and ob- 
served that, being informed no excuse had been 
offered for the absent member, he should vote in 
the negative. 

So Mr. Cutver was not excused. 

Mr. TOOMBS said that he had since been in- 


| formed that Mr. Cutver was sick, which consti- 
tuted a valid ground of excuse. 


He therefore 
moved a reconsideration of the vote; on which 
motion he demanded the yeas and nays. 

Tellers on the yeas and nays were loudly de- 


| manded; and the tellers reporting 29 in favor of 


the yeas and nays, (being more than one-fifth of 


| the members present,) the yeas and nays were 


ordered. They were taken accordingly, and re- 


sulted as follows: Yeas 52, nays 74. 


So the House refused to reconsider. 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved an adjournment, 
and demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. McKAY here rose and said that it was evi- 
dent this struggle might be continued through the 


| night without saying which party was in the right, 


he believed he might very truly say that both sides 
wished it ended. Gentlemen could obtain other 
opportunities of trying their strength at physical 
endurance; he would therefore propose that the 
resolution to close the debate be withdrawn, [loud 
cries of “* No, no, never !”’] and that another reso- 
lution be introduced to close the debate at twelve 
to-morrow. [Great uproar: cries of ‘* No, no, no, 
no, never, Sere 

Mr. BARRINGER inquired of the Chair wheth- 
er, if the House should now adjourn, they could 


_ vote in committee on the amendments to the bill at 


one o’clock to-morrow ? ee 

The CHAIR replied that such was his impres- 
sion. 

[Great confusion prevailed in the Hall.] 

Mr. DROMGOOLE proposed to gentlemen that 
they should now suspend the call of the House, 
withirwe the resolution to close debate, adjourn, 


and go home. ‘ 

(Here the uproar increased, and loud cries of 
‘No, no, never; we will see it out;’’ ‘* Never, 
eee ; : 
Mr. SEABORN JONES here said he wished 
gentlemen distinctly to understand that he would 
not withdraw his motion to reconsider the resolu- 
tion to close debate. 

The yeas and nays being taken on Mr. Mc- 


Mr. GARRETT DAVIS said he would appeal || motion which connected itself with a motion to ad- || CLeRwAND’s motion to adjourn, they resulted as 
to the majority to suffer the motion of his colleague || journ, and so was in order. He moved that when || follows: Yeas 64, nays 71. 
[Mr. McHenry] to prevail, viz. for the postpone- || the House adjourn, it adjourn to meet at twelve | 


ment. 


: | o’elock to-morrow. This would leave Mr. Sims 
The question was taken on the appeal by yeas || an hour to finish his 


and nays, and decided as follows: Yeas 134, nays 1. || 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


rejected by yeas and nays, as follows: Yeas 34, 
nays 115. 


gaged in a call. 
But the CHAIR overruled the objection. 
Mr. McHENRY said that the motion, involv- 


speech. | 
Mr. DROMGOOLE insisted, as a question of 


: : _ || order, that this motion could not be received while 
A motion to adjourn was again made, and again || the House was en 


| 


i 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that all further pro- 
ceedings in the call of the House be dispensed 
with; on which he demanded tellers; but the 
House refused to order them. 


And the motion to d the call was rejected. 
Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved that the House 
adjourn. 


It was now near seven o’clock.] 
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The question was taken by tellers, and resulted: || Mr, HOPKINS (in the chair) replied in the af-| Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee on Finance, 

Ayes 58, noes 68. | firmative. to which had been referred the bill from the House 
Mr. DANIEL demanded the yeasand nays. (| Mr. DROMGOOLE then asked if this would | making appropriations for the current and contin- 
Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, called for tellers; |, not be a perfect absurdity ? gent expenses of the Indian Department, and for 

and the yeas and nays were ordered, thirty-two || Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, asked of the fulfilling treaty stipulations with the various Indian 

demanding them. || Chair whether this was to-day or to-morrow? If | tribes, for the year ending 30th June, 1848, re- 
The yeas and nays were then called, and result- || the House could make to-morrow part of to-day, | ported the same back with an emendment. 

ed as follows: Yeas 58, nays 75. | could it not make as well to-day into to-morrow? || Mr. L. asked the Senate to proceed to the con- 
So the House refused to adjourn. | Mr. STANTON raised the question whether a | sideration of the bill. 
Mr. McCLERNAND moved to suspend all fur- | motion for a recess could be received pending a mo- Mr. JARNAGIN desired that the bill might lie 

ther proceedings in the call. |, tion to reconsider the resolution to close debate ? over until to-morrow, stating that he had no desire 
Cries of ‘* Oh, no, no.’”] | The CHAIR ruled that it could. to procrastinate, but simply to examine the appro- 
Mr. STEPHEN ADAMS said, as the House!) Mr. DROMGOOLE asked whether, if the House | priations. 

seemed to be in a very good humor, he would ven- | should now take a recess, it must not meet to-mor- Mr. HUNTINGTON thought it better to pass 

ture to ask leave to report a little bill from the || row with closed doors, and go on with the call? the bill at once. There was but a’single amend- 

Committee on Private Land Claims. [Laugh.] || The CHAIR individually thought it would; but | ment to the bill as it came from the House. It 


Mr. McCLERNAND called for the yeas and | it had been decided that the recess would operate was merely to carry treaties into effect. If other 
nays on his motion to suspend. | as an adjournment. . appropriations were necessary, they could be made 








Tellers were loudly demanded, and ordered. | Mr. DROMGOOLE adhered to his doubts. hereafter. 
There being 36 in the affirmative, the yeas and || sek am and nays were demanded on the recess, Mr. SPEIGHT saw no necessity for postponing 
nays were ordered. and ordered; and, being taken, stood: Yeas 48, the action on this bill. The Committee on Finance z 
The yeas and nays were called, and resulted as || nays 82. || had some reason to believe that a whole batch of : 
follows: Yeas 31, nays 88. 1 Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to suspend all fur- appropriation bills would be speedily poured in 4% 
So the House refused to suspend the call. ther proceedings on the call. upon them, and little more than five weeks of the i 
Mr. HOLMES, of New York, moved that the |} Mr. ASHMUN moved to adjourn, but withdrew || session remained. Another great measure would ee 
House adjourn. Negatived: Yeas 5], nays 62. || his motion. |, be brought forward as soon as the army bill was ee) 
Mr. LEAKE asked to be excused from furthér |, And the question recurring on the motion to , disposed of, which would doubtless oceupy the ; 
attendance, on the ground of feeble health. His |; suspend, the vote was: Ayes 85, noes 18—no quo- | Senate two wecks. The only chance, therefore, of ‘ 
request was pronounced to be out of order. |} rum voting. passing the appropriation bills was during the ; 
The cal] being resumed— || Mr. GRAHAM moved to adjourn. morning hour. We may expect the naval appro- ha 
Mr. COCKE moved to excuse Mr. Ewine, of | Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, demanded the yeas and | priation bill to-morrow. 1st 
‘Tennessee. || nays; which were ordered, Mr. JARNAGIN said he only asked the delay oe 
Mr. ROOT demanded the yeas and nays, which |, The yeas and nays were taken, and resulted as of a single day, which could not be of material in- 
were ordered; and being taken, resulted as follows: | follows: Yeas 64, nays 67. jury. 
Yeas 64, nays 62. | So the House refused to adjourn. Mr. EVANS hoped no more time would be con- yan 
Mr. HOPKINS (occupying the chair) stated to || ©The question recurring on the motion made (pre- | Sumed in discussing this question. More time had sa 
the House that he was informed that one of the || viously to the call of the House) by Mr. Asumun, | already been on than would have sufficed to “oy 
responses just given came from the gallery. | to be excused from voting on the appeal of Mr, | pass the bill. He hoped it might be permitted to ty 
Mr. HUDSON asked if his vote had been re- || Toomss from the decision of the Chair, that no | lie over. 5 (oe 
corded. || motion for a call of the House would be received Mr. BAGBY hoped it would lie over for one day. "# 
The Clerk stated to the Chair thatit had not. || while a quorum was present pending a motion for He thought it would be found necessary to make - 
Mr. E. B. HOLMES moved that the House | reconsideration, some amendments. He, himself, wished to offer ae 
adjourn. || The yeas and nays were ordered, and resulted | one. : , 5 4 
Mr. GEORGE W. JONES demanded the yeas | as follows: Yeas 18, nays 65—no quorum voting. Mr. LEWIS withdrew his motion, and the bill | 
and nays; which were ordered, and resulted as || Mr. TOOMBS moved a call of the House. was then passed over. | 
follows: Yeas 44, nays 74. || Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL moved to ad- | | Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Foreign ba 
[It was now past eight o’clock.] | journ. : Relations, to which had been referred the bill to ke 
Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL moved to excuse || Mr. CRANSTON demanded the yeas and nays. | create the office of Assistant Secretary of State, and - 
his colleague, Mr. Husparp. || And they were ordered; and, being taken, re- || for other purposes, reported the same back without 2 
Mr. ROOT demanded the yeas and nays. Tel- | sulted as follows: Yeas 64, nays 64. / amendment. ‘eo 
lers were demanded—ayes 36. So the yeas and The CHAIR voted in the affirmative; and the | PRIVATE BILLS ‘ae 
1} ; Se a2 
nays were ordered. ‘They were taken, and result- | House, at half past ten o’clock, adjourned. M . ; ai: 
ed as follows: Yeas 61, nays 60. r, NILES, from the Committee on the Post FL 
Mr. GPLES moved that the House take a recess || _ Office and Post Roads, reported a bili for the relief lek 
till ten o’clock to-morrow, and on that he demanded |. IN SENATE. || of Alfred White, which was read, and passed to ab ty 
the yeas and nays. | Fripay, January 29, 1847. the second reading. . “ ti, 
Mr. DROMGOOLE doubted if the motion was‘; The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public Bi 
in order. l| Mr. MOREHEAD presented the petition of L Lands, to which had been referred the bill from a 
Before that question was decided— |G. Curtiss, of Chssincas, praying the passage of aed — ele ee aw ane ee <i 
Mr. JACOB THOMPSON said they had now || an act incorporating a company for extending the a ee : ore 


: ; g " 16 || amendment. 
been engaged in this ee for seven hours, and, || electro-magnetic telegraph across the Atlantic | Mr, B., from the same committee, to which had 
in consideration of the gallantry of the Whigs, and || Ocean; which was referred to the Committee on | been referred the joint resolution from the House 

with a view to prevent a further effusion of blood, || the Post Office and Post Roads. } : 


Ne aie tie qe tp 





: — YP || for the relief of t hild f Steph : 
and the massacre of women and children, he pro- | Mr. DIX presented a petition of citizens of New | Seas cota en tiles ‘oithenns a 4 
posed that they be allowed to capitulate, and retire || York, praying the adoption of measures for the; Mr, BUTLER, from the Committee of Claime nS 
with their side-arms, leaving behind them all the || sneedy termination of the war with Mexico; which || ; ; ef 


- ree a bill for the relief of Jacob L. Vance; 
wh 








munitions of war; and, with a view to that result, | was Jaid upon the table } - 
: 1 , ais | which was read, and passed to the second reading. 
omen . Oe eae See by || Mr. YULEE presented the petition of George || Mr. B., from the same committee, to which had se 
many fous: and sadorad , , | aes Sintiiae which was referred to the | been referred the bill ftom the House for the relief 2p 
Mr. ‘THOMPSON said he would withdraw his || ~ Mr, CAMERON presented the memorial of Jo- - hetero Haskell, reported the same without A 
motion to adjourn. : ‘ | seph C. Morgan, legal tative of J oF. ee. : : 
Mr. ELIAS B. HOLMES immediately renewed || Miller, deceased, praying indemnity for French | pit CAMERON, from the Committee for the 4 
is and = ars ont a Ap were demanded still more || spoliations prior to 1800; which was referred to the | the bill from the House for the benefit ea. : 
strenuous an before. lect committee on that subject. | Willi : - 
The Honee ordered them, and they were called, | hie | additional dauaaanti relating to the claim | Ves soportek Whe same stituents Setenment. * : 
and resulted: Yeas 59, nays 74, of Samuel Grice; which, with his memorial on the On motion of Mr. WEST COTT, the Commit- 4 
So the House refused to adjourn. ; || files of the Senate, were referred to the Committee | tee on Territories was discharged from the further 
The question then recurring on the motion of | of Claims. 1 consideration of the memorial of D. V. Quenaudon, i 
Mr. GILES, for a recess— || Also, a petition of Jesse E. Dow and other citi- | relative to the formation of a colony in Oregon. a 
; Mr. DANIEL a i nye the oo | zens of Washington, praying the passage of the | TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT.IN OREGON. CH 
rom South Carolina (Mr. Sims] was quite ready |) }i]| from the House to amend and continue in force | . ; ae 
and willing to go on with his speech, which ha the charter of the city, as it passed the House of | On motion by Bix. WESTCOTT, the bill from a 
, 4 ae C LY» | the House for the establishment of a Territorial 
this morning been cut off by the expiration of the Representatives; which was referred to the Com- | Gleceraiaaak Ui. Ceamtn, was. racemnbittel to : 
time allowed for the debate, and moved that the || mittee for the District of Columbia. Coeniinch ak Jedi 2 eons e wy 
House go into Committee of the Whole on the if Sen eee ee eae With a view to correct es 
state of the Union. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. || some errors in the amen sapam, x i. 
The CHAIR ruled this motion out of order, the Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on |__ The following resolution, submitted by Mr. ; 
question being on the motion of Mr. Gives for a |) Printing, to which had been referred sundry me- | Hannecan some days since, came up fcr consid- aa 
recess, morials of the yearly meetings of Friends at Balti- | eration: te 
Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired whether if the || more and Philadelphia, and of Illinois, praying the | Resolved, That the President of the United States + oe 
House should take a recess and meet at ten o’clock || adoption of measures for the speedy termination of || be requested to communicate to the Senate any in- i 
to-morrow, that would be considered as a continu- || the war with Mexico, reported that the said memo- || formation he may in relation to the recent oo 
ance of this day’s session ? rials be not printed. i] misunderstanding between the American authori- Gye 
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ties at Rio Janeiro and the Government of Brazil, 
so far as the same may be compatible with the || 
public interest. i] 
When Mr. HANNEGAN moved that it be laid || 
on the table; which motion was agreed to. 


The following resolution, heretofore reported || 
from the Committee on Private Land Claims, was | 
considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States | 
be requested to direct that the sale of the land ad- | 
vertised to be sold on the 8th day of March, 1847, 
at the land office at Dubuque, in the State of lowa, 
be suspended until the claimants may be fully | 
heard as to their rights, either in Congress or he- |! 








fore the Supreme Court of the United States. The |' 
land above referred to being the southeast of frac- || 
tional township No. 90, range 2; the southeast 
quarter of township 89, range 1; township 89, 
ranges 2 and 3; township 88, ranges 2, 3, and 4; 
and township 87, ranges 3, 4, and 5; that is, so | 
much of the seid townships and ranges as lie on 
the west side of the main channel of the Missis- 
sippi river. 
SURVEROR GENERAL FOR OREGON. 


The bill to create a Surveyor General for the 
Territory of Oregon came up; when 

Mr. PEARCE moved to recommit the bill to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, with certain in- | 
structions, 

Mr. BREESE opposed the motion, on the ground 
that, if the bill were recommitted, it would lose its 
place in the calendar, and hence might not be 
reached during the present session. 

Mr. ATCHISON thought the Senator from Ma- 
ryland {Mr. Peance) might better attain his object, 
if it were to defeat the bill, by moving. to lay it on 
the table, and that question mighi be regarded asa 
test question. If the bill were recommitted, it 
wna lose its place on the calendar, and it would 
be virtually dead for this session. 

Mr. PEARCE said he did not desire to defeat 
the bill, but to make all its principles accord with 
the usage of the Government, and would simply 
move to postpone the further consideration for the 
present; which motion prevailed. 


INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill from the House of Representatives to raise, 
for a limited time an additional military force, and | 
for other purposes. 

The question pending was upon agreeing to the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Texas, 
as a substitute for the amendment of the Senator 
from Ohio, [Mr. Corwin,] adopted in committee 
of the whole. 

Mr. BENTON called for the reading of the 
amendment adopted in committee of the whole. 

The Secretary then read the following amend- 
ment heretofore offered by Mr. Corwin: 

«That each non-commissioned officer or private inlisted 
in the regular army, or regularly mustered in any volunteer 
company, Who has served or may serve during the present | 
war with Mexico, and who shall, at the end of his term of 
service, receive an honorable discharge, shall be entitled 
to receive a certificate or warrant from the War Department 
for one hundred and sixty acres of land, whieh may be loca- 
ted by the warrantee, his heirs, or legal representatives, at 
any land office in the United States, in one body, in confor- 
mity to the legal subdivisions of the public lands, in such || 
districts as are then subject to private entry: Provided, That 
if the full term for which such person shall have volunteered 
shall not execed one year, then the warrant to be for eighty 
acres. Incase of death in service, or atter his discharge, 
then the certificate to go—first, to the widow ; second, to the 
children; third, his father; fourth, his mother; and, fifth, his 
brothers and sisters.”” 

Mr. RUSK said he perceived that there was a 
bill from the House upon the subject of bounty || 
lands, now in possession of the Senate, and as he 
considered it more proper to act upon the subject |! 
separately, he would withdraw his amendment for | 
the present, with a view of offering it as an amend- | 
ment to the bill'from the House. 1} 

The amendment was accordingly withdrawn. | 


The question then being on concurring in the | 
original amendment— 

Mr. BENTON addressed the Senate at much |. 
length in opposition to the amendment adopted on || 
the motion of the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Cor- || 
w1y,] in relation to the land bounty to soldiers and || 
volunteers without any guards against improvident 
and fraudulent transfers. For a bounty in land 
which would enure to the benefit of the person to || 
whom it was-granted he was entirely in favor; not || 
that there was any need for it, for the number of || 


THE 


| producing recruits. 


| vate it, 


| in all seventy thousand. 
/ number became entitled to the land, it would be 


| the soldier’s name on the 





volunteers who offered themselves far exceeded 
the number that could be accepted; and as for the 


| soldiers of the regular army, the bounty in money 


had been restored, and that was already rapidly 
But he was for the bounty, 
because it was a good way of distributing public 


land among the laboring part of the community, 
_ provided it was guarded from improvident and 


fraudulent transfers until they had time to know 
the value of their property. In this sense he was 
in favor of the bounty, and always had been; it 
fell in with his system, advocated for twenty-five 


| years on that floor, in favor of giving a quarter 


section of land to every person who would culti- 
But without any guard against hasty, 
thoughtless, improvident alienation, even before 
the patent issued, he was opposed to it; and should 
labor, as he had done, to protect the soldier and 
the volunteer from being defrauded of his land be- 
fore he had time to know its value. 

The amendment as introduced by the Senator 


| from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cameron,] and as adopt- 


ed and altered by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. 
Corwin,] opened the door to the most stupendous 
system of fraud upon the soldiers, and of depreda- 
tion upon the United States, which the experience 
of the country had ever witnessed. The Yazoo 
speculation had been seen; the pillage of the old 
soldiers’ revolutionary certificates had been seen; 
the speculations in the soldiers’ bounty-land in the 


late war had been seen: they were all trifles com- 


pared to the enormity of what might take place 
under the present bill. He spoke of no one’s mo- 
tives—no one’s intentions. He had nothing to do 


| with motives or intentions: he took the bill upon 
| its words—upon its enactments—and according to 


those words and enactments he construed it, and 
denounced it to the Senate and the people as open- 
ing the door—setting it wide open—to the most 
stupendous scenes of speculation, and of depreda- 
tion upon the public property, and of imposition 
on the soldiers and volunteers, and on their wives 
and children, that our country had ever beheld. 
He (Mr. Benton) had introduced a bill granting 
a quarter section of land to each non-commissioned 


| Officer, musician, or private, in the regular or vol- 


unteer service, who should serve during the war, 
or for twelve months, unless killed or dying in the 
service, or discharged for disability; and that bill 


| was so framed and guarded as to protect the soldier 


from improvident alienations, until he had time to 


_ know the value of his property, and also to save 


the land to his family in the event of his death. 


| This bill was before the Senate, and showed that 


he was for the soldier and against the speculator. 


The whole subject had been referred to the Mili- | 
tary Committee; and that committee had unani- || 


mously reported in favor of guarding and protecting 


| the soldier and volunteer from the arts and artifices, 
| frauds and impositions of the merciless speculators. 


That committee had unanimously reported in favor 
of these guards. Now a different policy prevailed. 
All the guards invented for the soldier and his heirs 


are thrown down; and the field is laid wide open |, 
_ to the operations of the speculator; and vast is the || 
| field in which he is to operate. Let us calculate it. || 
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even by imposition or fraud, or by forgery unii| 
his heirs could disprove it: in any, or all of these 
cases, or in any other, in which his name should 
get on the back of the warrant, it is gone from 
him; and becomes the property, according to the 
modern construction of “ legal representatives,” of 
the person who writes a transfer to himself ove; 
the soldier’s name. The warrant then becomes 
the property of the transferee, and entitled to }». 
cation on any public lands liable to entry at pri. 
vate sale. This lays open the public lands fron 
the gulf to the lakes; for but little land is now sold 
at public sale: private entry is now almost the 
universal mode. Here, then, eight millions of 
acres, besides the fraudulent warrants which wil] 
be obtained, are to fall upon the public lands, and 
to be satisfied before the United oo can sell an 
acre. Agents will be despatched far and wide to 
buy up these warrants; sentinels will be stationed 
at every land office door to waylay the farmer that 
brings money to make an entry, and to sell him a 
warrant at a discount, and turn his money into the 
speculator’s pocket instead of going into the public 
treasury. If all is fair this will expunge the land 
revenue for half a dozen years; but all will not be 
| fair! on the contrary, the greater part will be foul! 
and those land warrants will breed with a fertility, 
an incontinence, and a perpetuity unknown to the 
gestative powers of the animal creation! all the 
| common names in the army—all the John Smiths, 
John Joneses, Billy Williamses—all the Blacks, 
Browns, Grays, Reds, Whites—all the Longs and 
_Shorts—all the Youngs and Olds—all that inter- 
minable nomenclature of common names, which 
identify nobody—and thousands of others, will 
become breeders of warrants! And after the first 
generation is dead, the second and third will come 
on; and the breeding will go on with an accelera- 
/ted pace. So it has happened, and will continue 
to happen. Tennessee, even a few years ago, 
was satisfying land warrants of fifty years ago. 
Yazoo claimants were now petitioning Congress, 
and Virginia military land warrants were still 
knocking at the door of Congress for satisfaction. 
Mr. B. said that an hundred years of time, and 
the whole landed domain of the United States, 
would not be sufficient to satisfy these warrants; 
and he said that upon data that gave it the authori- 
_ty of positive knowledge. He alluded to the Vir- 
ginia military land warrants as only a faint exam- 
| ple of what would happen. Sixty-two years had 
not yet satisfied those warrants, few as they were 
supposed to be, when Congress assumed them in 


| 1782. They were then supposed to be few, anda 


Fifty thousand volunteers are now authorized by | 


law; sixteen thousand regulars are also now au- || 
thorized; this bill proposes ten thousand more— | 


If the whole of this 


twelve millions of acres, estimated at fifteen mil- 
lions of dollars. All would not be entitled to it, 
but the deficiency would be made up in the fraud- 
ulent warrants that speculators would obtain. To 
this class there would be no limit, neither in num- 
ber nor in time. A century of time, and hundreds 


of thousands could put no limit to the obtaining | 


of fraudulent warrants. But to proceed on the 
basis of even the authorized num 
duce them to fifty thousand: that would be eight 


millions of acres, and ten millions of dollars! an 


| immense sum for the United States to give up to 


speculation and plunder, without benefit to her- 
self or to the meritorious men for whom it was 
intended. 

And what would be the operation on the treasu- 
ry of the amendment? to expunge the land revenue 
from our system of finance? These warrants areall 
made transferable by assignment or endorsement; 
ck of the warrant, no 
matter how put there, as a pawn or a pledge, as a 
power to enable another to act for him, as a trans- 
fer without consideration, or fora few dollars, or 


| 





‘| cases of unsatisfied warrants. 
r, or even re- | 


small district of country between the Miami and 
‘Scioto was set aside for their satisfaction, and a 
few years limited for their location. Yet, what 
has Careguelt Instead of the few warrants con- 
templated, myriads have grown up! Instead of 
the few years allowed for their location, they are 
now, at the lapse of sixty-two years, still demand- 
ing land! Instead of the small district allowed for 
their satisfaction, they now extend to all the lands 
of the United States! 

Mr. B. verified this statement by reading the 
titles of a long list of acts for about fifty years, 
opening and extending the time for locating these 
Virginia land warrants—trying to limit and stop 
their procreation, sometimes by time—sometimes 
by quantities—sometimes fixing a year beyond 
which no warrant should be located—sometimes a 
quantity above which no one should be recognised; 
‘and all in vain. Time or quantity could impose 
no limitation. The thing was getting worse ana 
worse. Professional agents had taken the thing 
in hand—were hunting into every neon and corner 
of the Union for heirs, or somebody of the name 
of the heirs—and had infinite success in finding 
The older the case 
the better: the proof became more easy, especially 
| when the agents got into the third generation, and 
had the drawing up the affidavits, and the finding 
out the old people who could swear to them. In 
| this way the Virginia military land warrants, au- 
} . 
thonisad. by Congress on the first day of March, 
| 1782, were. now still breeding and appearing; and 
he called upon the chairman of the Committee on 
Public Lands [Mr. Breese] to confirm his state- 

ment. 
| Mr. BREESE. There are cases now before the 
_ committee. 
| Mr. BENTON proceeded. 
riod of sixty-two years, with all the 


Thus, the long pe- 
biegHatione of 


‘time and quantity that Congress could put upon 





of these few revolutionary warrants. What, then, 
js to be the case with the 50,000 which we propose 
now to issue, and that without limitation of time, 
or restriction of any kind? Surely a century hence | 
they will still be breeding! Surely all the public | 
jands, from year to year, as they become liable to 

rivate entry, will be seized and covered by them. 

hey will expunge the land revenue. Even if all 
was fair, they would absorb it for many years; but | 
in the hands of fraud and speculation, they will ex- | 
punge it for ages, and perhaps forever. Work out | 
the sum upon the time and quantity of the Virginia || 
military land warrants, and one hundred years, and | 
the whole limits of the present public lands, will | 
not satisfy them; and fhis at a time when we are 
borrowing money and striking treasury notes to 
carry on the war. Asa plunder of the Treasury 
alone—as lopping off the second branch of the na- | 
tional revenue, and making a present of it to specu- | 
jators, | should oppose these unrestricted grants; | 
but when to this is added the plunder of the soldier * 


1} 


} 


and his family, the reasons become doubly strong; || 
and, if I cannot defeat it, { will at least denounce | 


it, and draw the attention of all America upon the | 
enormity of the speculation. {| 
Mr. B. said he had already read from Jefferson’s |, 
Works the history of the plundering from the sol- || 
diers of the Revolution of their hard-earned certi- | 
ficates; but the similarity of the cases would justify | 
a second reading; for there was no difference be- 
tween what was done then and would be done now, 
but in the far greater amount of the present specu- 
lation. It would be millions now where it was || 
thousands then; but in all other respects, and es- || 
pecially in the mode of operating, the case was the 
same. He read from Jefferson: | 
“Itis well known that during the war the greatest diffi- 
culty we encountered was the want of money or means to | 
pay our soldiers who fought, or our farmers, manufacturers, || 
and merehants, who furaished the necessary supplies of | 
fvod and clothing for them. After the expedient of paper | 
money had exhausted itsclf, certificates of debt were given | 
to the individual ereditors with assurance of payment so 
soon as the United States should be able. But the dis- 
tresses of these people often obliged them to part with these 
jor the half, the fifth, and even a tenth of their value; and 
speculators had made a trade of cozening them from the 
holders by the most fraudulent practices and persuasions 
that they would never be paid. In the bill for funding and | 
piying these, (the bill) made no difference between the ori- | 
giual holders and the fraudulent purchasers of this paper. 
Great and just repugnance arose at putting these two classes 
of creditors on the same footing, and great exertions were | 
used to pay the former the full value, and to the latter the || 
pice only which they had paid with interest. But this | 
would have prevented the game which was to be played, and 
frwhich the minds of greedy members were already tu- 
tored and prepared. When the trial of strength on these 
several efforts had indicated the form in, which the bill 
would finally pass, this being known withig doors sooner 
thin without, and especially than to those who were in dis- 
tant parts of the Union, the base scramble began. Couriers 
and relay horses by land, and swift-sailing pilot-boats by 
sea, were flying in all directions. Active partners ani 
ageuts were associated and employed in every State, town, | 
and a neighborhood, and this paper was bought up at 
five shillings, and even as low as twoshillings in the pound, 
_ before the holder knew that Congress had already provided 
for its redemption at par. Immense sums were thus fiiched 
from the poor and ignorant, and fortunes accumulated by 
those who had themselves been poor enough before,”? 
Such were the arts used—such the deception and 
impositions practised upon the soldiers of the Revo- | 
lution—and such they will be under this bill, if it |) 
passes as it now stands. Companies will be formed 
to ** cozen’?’ the soldier out of his hard-earned land; 
banks will lend the money; agents will be em- 
ployed and sent far and wide; and such he under- 
stood it to be already. Information had already 
reached him that a company was forming in Phila- 
delphia, with partners in this city, and a ramifica- 
tion into Mexico—the sutiers and commissaries to 
be used as the agents of the company, and Tam- 
pico already a selected theatre of their operations. 
Already information to this effect was received. 
lt was probable in itself; and the names given for 
the company rendered it still more so. As leading 
toa fraud upon the soldier and his family, who 
would be ** cozened”’ out of their land before they 
knew its value—as a fraud upon the treasury, 
which would be plundered of its land revenue— 
as & most demoralizing and stupendous specula- 
tion—he was opposed to the clause as it stood in 
the bill. But he was also opposed to it on another 
ground; and that was to its place in the present 
army bill. Even a fair and just bounty clause 
should not be put on this army bill. It should go 
ina bill by itself, and not delay and encurnber an 
act for raising troops. The bill into which it is put 
came up from the House of Representatives with- 
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/ to the last moment. 


| bill from passing: the land will pass it. 


| not thought of. 


has sent it up in a separate bill. 
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them, have not yet been able to stop the breeding | out any such clause: on the contrary, the House And first he would premise that although every- 
Eighteen days | 1 


this army bi) has been delayed in this Chamber, | 


nd clause. Asan army bill, it would 


have been perfected in two days. The attempt to | 


put it in this bill has cost usa delay of nearly three 
weeks already, and no one can say how much longer 
it will delay it. Certainly it will be resisted here 
Probably it will he resisted 
in the House of Representatives, and that accord- 
ing to parliamentary law; for the Houge has sent 
an act here granting this identical quantity of 
one hundred and sixt 
some limitations not in the Senate’s bill. 


will occasion all that is to follow; and all for what? 
The land will be just as good to the soldier in an- 


acres, and at least with | 
The | 
| attempt to put this land bounty into the army bill || 
| has occasioned all the delay that has taken place— 


other bill as in this: it will probably be better, as | 
it will give time to devise guards to prevent frauds. |, 


This is a great and distinct objection. It will pre- 
vent me from voting for the bill, unless essentially 
altered and guarded. But that will not prevent the 
This 
whole Jand quesuon has arisen here: in the army 


it was not thought of: among the volunteers it was | 


sand have offered their services without thinking 
of this land: politicians thought of it; and they 
will pass it. All will vote for the land, if reason- 
ably guarded. He (Mr. B.) would certainly do so, 
and that upon the principle of distributing land to 
meritorious men. All the persons for whom the 
lands are intended will belong to the laboring class- 


es—farmers and artisans will be the persons to | 
|, receive It. 


It was according to his old system, to 


Upwards of three hundred thou- | 


grant them land for cultivation; and he wished to | 


| make the grant properly guarded, to save it to 


their families. Many other Senators take the same 
view of it. Nearly all the Senate have expressed 
themselves in favor of the bounty, and many will 
vote for it in this bill, even among those who have 
labored most for wholesome amendments. 

But the resource of amendments is not yet ex- 
hausted. Many may yet be offered: something 
may be done. The amendment suggested by the 
gentleman from Texas, (Mr. Rusx,| to substitute 


scrip of one hundred dollars, either as a substitute | 
for the land, or as an option, will be an improve- | 


ment, if adopted. It will be worth more to the 
soldier, and cost less to the Government. ‘The 
land would be worth two hundred dollars to the 
Government; but, under the clause of the bill as it 
now stands, it would, in most cases, be worth no- 
thing but the trifle whieh the speculator gives him. 


Even as an option, it would make the warrant 
worth one hundred dollars, and that would be a 

reat check on speculators. One hundred dollars 
they would not give: less than that the soldier or 
volunteer would not take; and thus something, a 
fixed value, would be given to the warrant. ut 


| he (Mr. B.) preferred the grant in land, secured to 


the grantee, his widow, and his heirs, so as to 
be a home and a support to them through -genera- 
tions, 


occasioned by the various propositions to amend 


which had been presented by the Senator from || 
Missouri himself, and other Senators; and he re- | 


gretted also that it was to be stil! further delayed 


by what the honorable Senator from Missourt | 


himself had very happily denominated “ an obsti- 
nate and persevering opposition’’ to the amendment 
now,under consideration, which it would be recol- 
lected had once passed by a majority which he 
believed had not been accorded to any other fea- 
ture of the bill. He had to regret, for one, that it 
was not in his power, not being consistent with 
his sense of duty, to accede to the request made by 
the honorable Senator from Missouri yesterday, 
and he was sure that honorable Senator was not 
inclined at all to deny to him, or to any other 
Senator upon that floor, the same right to form an 
opinion upon this important subject as he claimed 
for himself. As it was sincerely not his wish to 
rocrastinate a vote which it was desirable should 
speedily tekken upon this bill, he desired merely 
to aad a few moments in replying to what-had 
been by the honorable Senator 


| 





| 
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thing which had been presented to them this morn- 
ing by the Senator from Missouri, and everything 
that might be legitimately urged in reply to the ar- 
guments of the Senator from Missouri, had already 
been very fully presented, and he doubted not very 
fully considered by every Senator upon that floor; 
yets having been the means (by what might almost 
ye termed an accident, it was true) of presenting 


_ this amendment, and having heard the terms in 


which it had been denounced, he supposed tliat it 
would be deemed proper for him to occupy a few 
moments with some observations before taking the 
final vote upon the question now to be determined. 
There had been some things revealed in this inci- 
dental discussion in reference to this war, and to 


the troops which had been so freely and fully 


spoken of, and in very laudatory terms, on ail 
sides of the Chamber, which it was very difficult to 
reconcile with what was understood to be the opin- 
ion of gentlemen on all sides. 

The arguments of the Senator from Missouri, 


| as he understood them, rested upon two grounds 


exclusively. The Senator contended, in the first 
place, that bounty land offered to the soldier was 
not necessary to procure the services of the soldier. 
This was as clearly an objection to any bill that 
could be presented on this subject as it was to this. 


| The Senator contended, and presented it to them 


as an argument against the passage of this amend- 


| ment, that it was now a matter of contention he- 
| tween the patriotic citizens of this country, who 
| wished to serve in this extraordinary war, as to 
| who among them should be accepted, without any 
| reference whatever to this bounty. If this was so, 


and if there was no justice in voting the bounty, 
or necessity for voting it, then let the vote be taken 
upon the question, without any further contro- 
versy. 

If the Senator from Missouri meant to say that 


| men could be inlisted into the service for their 


monthly pay alone; if he meant to declare—and he 
knew no man whose opinions upon this subject 


| were entitled to greater weight—if he meant to de- 
clare that it was squandering the public property, 
| to give them lands in return for the lives of their 
| soldiers, in return for the blood to be shed in this 


foreign war, let the proposition be brought forward 
in a distinct and separate form, and he would be as 
ready to vote upon it as he was when attached to 
this bill. He had wnderstood, whether the project 
of giving bounty land originated with politicians 
or private individuals, that it was the intention of 


| Congress—an intention which had been expressed 


n |in both Houses—that the soldier who served in 
The suggestion of the Senator from Texas would || 


make it worth one hundred dollars to the soldier. | 


this war should have bounty land as a part of his 
compensation for those services, which, it was ad- 
mitted on all hands, eminently entitled him to some 
compensation. If this was so, what became of 
the argument of the Senator from Missouri, that it 
was giving away éight millions of acres of public 
lands, of the value of twelve millions of dollars at 
the minimum price of those lands, for nothing ? 

If it be true (continued Mr. C.) that the ealiant 
men who are willing to fight our battles in Mexico 


| or elsewhere—for God knows where that roving 


/army of yours will stop—if it be true that the 
Mr. CORWIN said he felt as much regret as it || 


was possible for the Senator from Missouri to feel, | 
| at the delay which has occurred under the present 
exigencies in the passage of this army bill; a delay | 


whole population of this ot ere of bearing 
arms are ready to precipitate themselves into this 
war in the enemy’s country, and that without 
price, without reward, or the hope of reward, where 
is the necessity for increasing their monthly pay, 
as is proposed by a bill now on your tabie. Sir, 
shall we drive a Jew’s bargain with our soldiers ? 
Shall we give a definite value for their patriotism ? 
Shall we count every groan? Shall we give value 
for every drop of blood? Shall we pay so much 
for a soldier’s life? So much as a compensation 
to the women and children who have been made 
widows and orphans by the war? Shall we give 
them an estimated sum as value for their loss? But 
I do not suppose that any argument such as this 
could very readily find a lodgment in the head or 
the heart of any tor here; nor do I understand 
that the Senator from Missouri wishes anything of 
this sort. He wishes the Senate to pause, and 
lock the door against frauds, while granting a lib- 
eral compensation to the soldier. Now, let us 
look at this argument a little in detail. How will 
it be elaborated into a fhet ? 

As he had understood the Senate to determine 
upon giving these bounty lands in some form or 
other; and as he understood they were for givin 


m Missouri. || the eight millions in the form which he propo 
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in his amendment, to be actually settled and held | men could find no better mode of settling national || sider whether it was not best to putan end to this 


by the soldier who performed the service, or by some 


representative of the soldier, he would ask, ina pe- | 


cuniary point of view to the Government itself, if | 


this land was to be considered revenue and prop- | 


erty which the Government had a right to use, 
by giving it either in the form of money or in the 
form of bounties to soldiers entering the war, 
where was the difference, as far as the Govern- 
ment was concerned, whether that eight millions 
of acres was given in one form or inthe other? The 
argument, as far as it rested upon the fact of giving 
away there lands, it seemed to him the Senator had 
not well considered. ‘Che main part of the Sena- 
tor’s Opposition rested upon his desire to protect 
the soldier, in the first place, from the frauds which 
might be perpetrated upon him, and, in the next 
place, tostay the march of that moral pestilence, 


of those villanies which would be —— upon | 
r 


the soldier if this bill should pass. ‘To this view of 
the question, he was inclined to attach a conside- 
rable degree of importance. He could see no 
difference between allowing the soldier who dis- 
charged his duty in thé public service to be paid in 
land, or in allowing him to be paid in money. If 
it were considered that the valor and courage of 


the soldier enutled him to a certain amount of com- | 


pensation, it might be a proper subject to consider 
whether that amount should be greater or less, but 
he could see no Gifference at all between giving him 
land or money—none; none to the Government 
nnquestionably; none whatever in any scheme of 
finance which might be presented for the prosecu- 
tion of this war. If, therefore, it were desirable 
that Congress should give to the soldier a certain 
amount of compensation, it could just as well be 
given in the form of monthly pay as in a grant of 
land, He could see no difference between granting 
land, from which the resources of the Government 
were partly to be derived, and creating a debt, 
which the Senator from Missouri said must be paid 
by the next generation, and voting for a loan of 
twenty-three millions, which must be redeemed at 
the time specified. Gentlemen did not seem to 
have their financial apprehensions aroused at all 


. 


when it was proposed to borrow twenty-three mil- 


lions of dollars, for which, like every other sum | 


borrowed which they were unable to pay, they 
would have to give their note. There was no 
tremulous apprehension about borrowing money. 
But these were considerations which should have 
been thought of long before they entered upon 
this unprofitable war. sjorrowing money was 
one of the curses attending upon all wars. Debt 
was one of the curses which war necessarily in- 
volved—debt to be entailed upon posterity, if 
the present generation were not able to discharge 
it. It could not have escaped the apprehensions 
of any gentleman who held a seat upon that 
floor, on the day when their army passed the 
Nueces, or on the day when it was said Con- 


gress sanctioned the passage of the army beyond | 


the boundary of the United States—it could not 
have escaped their apprehension that not merely 
twelve millions of dollars, but hundreds of mil- 
lions would have to be expended upon the war 
—a war to be carried on between this country 
and a sister republic, which they had undertaken 
to subjugate by their arms. The honorable Sena- 
tor from Missouri, and every Senator, must be 
aware that this would be the consequence of their 
conduct. He had been somewhat surprised, he 
confessed, at the minute details given of the 
schemes of fraud which the Senator from Missouri 
had asserted would be practised, and he doubted 
not such reports had reached his ears; but he was 


pained to hear such schemes of peculation and | 


fraud connected with the names of certain officers 
of the Government. That companies of scoun- 
drels would be formed all over the country, as the 
Senator said, to endeavor to despoil the soldier of 
his hard-earned bounty, he had no doubt. It was 
one of the inevitable consequences of all wars; it 
was one of the curses which belonged to a state of 
war. It had been the case, as the Senator from 
Missouri had said, and he read a statement of Mr. 
Jeiferson to prove, after the close of the revolu- 
tionary war. It was a well-known fact, that the 
men who had passed through the fires of the strug- 
gle, were found endeavoring to defraud each other 
out of what they had received as a compensation 
for their services. It had ever been so, and would 


controversies than by going to war; of marching | 
armies against each other in battle array, instead of | 
following the dictates of humanity; it®tead of exer- | 
cising the faculties with which God had endowed | 
them, in avoiding the necessity for warfare, there | 
would be scoundrels enough found to plunder and | 
cheatoneanother, Solongas national controversies | 
were to be settled in the old barbarous mode, so long | 
would such a disposition be found to exist. But 
he was surprised to hear from the Senator from | 
Missouri Mat the very officers of the Government, 

whose appointments the Senate was called upon to 
sanction, and commissioned by the President to | 
carry on the war, which was emphatically his | 
war—he was surprised to hear that men in this | 
position would be found so reckless, so lost to the | 
dictates of honor and of conscience, as to practise | 
frauds of this description, Could this be true? 
Could it be that those who were daily associated 
with the soldiers, witnessing their sufferings and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
|| Its consequences. 
' 


horrible war. If it were true that in inlisting twenty 

_ thousand soldiers they made twenty thousand slaycs 

| outof twenty thousand freemen, he thought it would 
be a poor compensation both for the generatiyy 
that now is and for that which is to come afer iy 
in the pompous phrase of the day, at such a cost 
to vindicate the honor of the country and the gior 
of its flag. But he could not think that the repre- 
sentations of the Senator from Missouri were aij 
true. He could not believe this nation would 
plunge into a war which was to be so pernicious in 


The Senator from Missouri proposed to protect 
the soldier from these frauds by alee the bounty 
inalienable for seven years# This was presuming 
that those who, as the Senator from Missouri elo. 
quently described it, escaped the embrace of the 

_ battle-storm, and avoided a grave upon the tops of 

_ the Cordilleras, were not capable of controlling the 

, bounty which the Government bestowed upon them, 


hearing the groans of the dying, would be guilty # and that Congress must, therefore, constitute itself 


of robbing the soldier of the bounty which his 
country had bestowed? He asked the Senator, 
was this the condition in which this republic was 
now placed ? 
ities to be sent abroad to execute their duties in 

the service of the Government upon the field of | 
battle? His knowledge of human nature would | 
hardly allow him to suppose it had been sunk to , 
that depth of degradation and of infamy. Such | 
a supposition contemplated the existence of a class 
of society more degraded than he was willing to 
suppose any man who had received his commis- 
sion from the Government could be. ‘They might, | 
perhaps, find in the dens and hells of cities men | 
who would come out from their hiding-places, | 
when they knew that eight millions of acres of 


land had been put into the market for the benefit ; 


of those who served, but he did not think that 

men who accompanied the soldier at his last gasp 

would deliberately plan such schemes of fraud. 
{Mr. J. K. Wacker appeared with a message 


| from the President of the United States, and Mr. 


C. gave way for its reception.] 
Mr. CORWIN resumed. He said he did not 


| beheve it was competent for any intelligent man 


to frame a law or devise a plan which would not be 


subject to the objections which had been raised by | 
_the Senator from Missouri. 
subject to impositions, but he did not believe these | 
men would be more subject to impositions than | 


any other class of men. ; 
Mr C. said the Senator from Pennsylvania had 
told them that if they would pass this bill, there 


were five companies now ready to volunteer and | 


to take the field from that State, and that they con- 
sisted of some of the best men of that State. That 
was a pretty good certificate of character; and were 
such men likely to give up all rights belonging to 
them to bodies of scoundrels? Did the Senator 
from Missouri mean to say that the young men 


who volunteer to serve their country are the sort | 
_of men towards whom the Government could ex- | 
| ercise neither the functions of justice nor liberality | 


without, having the bounty of the Government 
abused ? 


and appoint them guardians? What became of the 
training and discipline of which they had heard so 
much as belonging to the service of the codntry? 


| What became of the moral teaching of the chap- 


lains, for whose appointment they heard so much? , 


| Was it true, in short, that twenty thousand regu- 


lar soldiers were to serve during this war, and go 


| through a moral training there, and that they would 


come out of it nothing but examples of vileness, 


be so to all time, as long as human nature was such |, 


as to induce men to go to war at all. 


ignorance, and profligacy? 
were the men described by the Senator from Mis- 
souri, not able to exercise the necessary functions 
of freemen, and men of full age? He would not un- 
dertake to put his opinion on this subject against the 
opinion of the Senator from Missouri—he would 
not lightly question the statement of the Senator 
from South Coslign, {Mr. Butier,} who said yes- 
terday that none were fit to fight in this war but 
those who were ready to sacrifice their own will to 
the absolute mastery of others; but if these things 


So long as ‘\ were true, it would become them to pause and con- 


th 


Were such the official instrumental- | 


Men ever would be | 


Were they men of such dissolute habits | 
that they were incapable of taking care of the prop- | 
erty they earned, and that the Government must | 
therefore assume towards the soldiers of our army | 
' the relation which some of the States assumed | 
under their laws towards confirmed drunkards, | 


Was it true that the | 
'men who voluffeer to fight this iniquitous war | 


their guardian. He was of opinion, that if they 
| put the matter upon this footing, and said to the 
| soldier, that at the end of the war he should emi- 
grate to the far West and settle upon his land, or 
else be debarred from the enjoyment of his bounty 
for seven years, it would have the effect of deter. 
ring men from entering the army? It would hardly 
be necessary, he believed, to pass an act to prevent 
a Senator from making a contract respecting his 
travelling allowance and per diem, or placing any 
lien upon it for a certain length of time, lest the 
money might fall into the hands of pemnsten, 
who were hovering in clouds around the Capitol, 
darkening the air with their numbers. That would 
be a strange law; but he thought it would be quite 

as reasonable as the restriction proposed by the 
| Senator to be placed upon these bounty lands. 
After some further remarks, Mr. C. concluded 
|| by saying, that he thought it would not be very 
|, becoming in the Senate to hesitate to grant, out of 
| 800,000,000 of acres of the public lands, the small 
|| pittance of 8,000,000 to the soldiers as compensa- 
| tion for their services. They had already passed 
l) a bill ~iving 5,000,000 of acres to those who chose 
|| to peacefully settle in Oregon. If a southern gen- 
| tleman, with his black servant, went to Oregon, 
that servant would be entitled by his mere resi- 
dence there to avail himself of this bounty. While 
looking out across the broad Pacific, and contem- 
plating the time when the descendants of Japhet 
should subjugate the descendants of Shem, here 
was a man from a state of servitude becoming a 
free man, and claiming his half section of land, 
which had been granted by the bounty of this Gov- 
ernment. While their maw was capacious enough 
to swallow these five millions in reference to Ore- 
gon, they were gurgling and choking at eight mil- 
lions to be granted as a reward for the valor and 
the patriotism of those who periled their lives in 
their country’s service. , 

Mr. BENTON again complained that by the 
introduction of matter that was not germain to this 
bill, it had been delayed some fifteen or sixteen 
days. He went into a recapitulation of the ume 
during which the Government had exercised some 
authority over grants, from the period of the loca- 
tion of the land warrants, during the history of the 
Republic. He also renewed his objections to this 
sort of legislation on so important a subject, and 
contended that there were no provisions even to 
| secure the proper identity of the soldier and the 
pemnen who might be put in possession of this 

ounty of the Government. He objected that the 
Government would deprive itself of an important 
source of revenue by this bill, and mainly for the 
benefit of harpies who would prey on the soldiers 
after they had fought the battles of the country. 
He could not vote for the bill as it now stood. 

Mr. CASS remarked that he deeply regretted 
that this bill was delayed by the ever-renewing 
discussions upon its details. The objections of 
the honorable Senator from Missouri to immediate 
actio amendment of the Senator from 
Ohio resolve themselves into three points. 
Fir ‘Byanting of bounty land to the soldiers; 
secorid, the omission of proper securities against 
fraud and imposition; third, that this proposiuon 
for bounty lands is annexed to the military bill. 
With respect to the first objection, he considered 
it unnecessary to discuss it. The necessity and 
propriety of the measure had been settled by the 
almost unanimous vote of both Houses of Con- 
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gress. If he understood the Senator from Mis- |! proper to provide to guard the soldier before he is 


souri, he was willing to grant the land, not in || put in possession of his property. But, after that, 
consequence of military services, but to distribute || Congress should abandon its guardianship over 


it among those who were willing to occupy it. To | 
this he did not object under proper circumstances, 


though he said he could not conceive any higher || 


THE CO 





him, and leave him as a free man to do as he 
pleases. 


With respect to the union of this bounty land 


consideration which could be paid for land than |; amendment with the military bill, he had opposed 


the lives, and blood, and services, of the defenders | 
of their country. ‘The principle of these rewards | 
had been sanctioned in two wars, and, for himself, 
he was peepee to distribute them freely to those | 
who were bearing the standard of their country 
aloft in the fields of Mexico. As to the patriot- 
ism, and courage, and suffering, and disease, and | 
death, by which these rewards are purchased, it | 
needs not that they should be spread before the 
Senate. Every American feels and appreciates | 
their value. No more lofty patriotism was dis- || 
layed in the better days of the ancient republics | 
than has marked the progress of the present war. | 
The whole country spontaneously rushed to arms; | 
and the conscripuon to which the Government 
resorted was not the conscription which fills the | 
immense standing armies of Europe. It was a | 
conscription to keep out, and not bring in; to re- 
ject, but not to choose; to determine who should | 
remain at home, and not who should be allowed || 
the privilege of dying for their country. Such a | 
scene has rarely been displayed in the world, and | 
he was willing to mark his sense of it by the most | 
liberal rewards. And well has performance fol- | 
lowed these promises of devotion. The battles 
that have been fought have added lustre to the | 
American name, and they will take their place in | 
our future history upon the same page with the 
hardest-fought battle-fields where we have come 
into contact with a foreign enemy. 
As to the security necessary to be provided in | 
the law to preserve the grantees of this land from || 
fraud and imposition, he had already said all he || 
deemed necessary. He would not renew the sub- || 
ject, but would merely remark that he was willing || 
to adopt the principle heretofore established in the | 
laws on this subject—that of inserting reasonable || 
provisions to secure the rights of the soldier until || 
his certificate or patent should issue. After that, |, 
he would abandon ail legal guardianship over the || 
matter. ‘The amendment of the Military Commit- || 
tee proposes to withhold the land for seven years 
from the disposition of the soldier after the issuing 
of the patent: He would consent to no such clause 
of limitation. What sort of value would the pro- 
perty be to a vast portion of grantees, if they could || 
not sell it for seven years? Such a legislative su- 
pervision would be to assume that our fellow-citi- 
zens now in arms in Mexico are unfit to manage 
their own property, or that the improvident so far 
exceed the provident in number, that the rights of | 
the Jatter must be sacrificed to the former. He | 
would agree to no act which would have the ap- || 
pearance of stultifying his countrymen. When | 
the property becomes the property of the soldier, || 
it should be free to him to do with it as he pleases. 
This is the very cardinal principle of our institu- | 
tions. What nght has Congress to tie up this | 
land for seven years, after the right of the soldier | 
is perfect? Why assume seven years as the period | 
of this limitation? ‘The legislature may as well | 
assume seventy or seven hundred, and thus estab- | 
lish an entire new species of property in the coun- | 
try, depending in one of its’ most essential attri- 
butes, that of the power of disposition, not upon | 
the State laws, to which it properly belongs by | 
the theory of our Government, but on the laws of | 
the United States. >. not carry out this prin- | 
ciple of guardianship? if the soldier serves for || 
five years, he will have earned six hundred dollars 
in monthly pay. Why not lay your hand also on 
this, and say he is incapable of expending it for 
1 
} 


his own advantage, and therefore we will impose 

such checks _ its receipt as will keep him 

prs. from the abuse, but in fact from the use 
it? 

Mr. C. did not doubt there would be fraud in 
the purchase of this land. No man could regret 
itmore than he did. But it is a state of things 
incident to human nature, and from one extreme 
Congress should not run into another: because 
frauds may be committed upon some, therefore 
none shall enjoy their property. But at the end 
of the seven years, if guarded till then, what is to 
prevent the same system of fraud? The limitation 
stops there, and speculators can then go to work. 
No; it is better to provide all the securities it is 


it from the commencement. The ground which 
the Senator from Missouri took when this proposi- 

| tion of union was first made, was the correct one, 

/and the result has proved it. That Senator had | 
then said that this effort to unite the two subjects 
would procrastinate the military bill, and lead to 
delay in the adoption of a vital measure. It has || 


t was but justice to remark, however, thata 
proposition to include both of these subjects in 


the same law was neither improper in itself, nor 
| unprecedented in our legislation. When a law is 
| passed for raising an additional force, itseems quite | 
;| natural that the inducements to enter the public 
service should be all contained in the law—bounty, 
_pay, land, pensions, &e. And in fact this was the 


course pursued in 1813, when the army was in- 
creased to meet the exigencies of the war. ‘The 


| same law which provided for this increase provided 


also that bounty-land should be granted to the 
soldiers. That law, however, wisely avoided the 
details of this. It merely provided that one hun- 
dred and sixty acres should be granted to each 
soldier, and made void any conveyance before the 


| land was located, leaving to subsequent legislation | 


all the other arrangements necessary to give effect 
to the grant. And this course he had proposed at 
the commencement of this debate, and he thought 
if it had been adopted we should have been spared 
much unnecessary discussion and delay. But the 
Senate, by a decisive vote, had recorded its deter- 
mination to unite these two bills. ‘The battle had 
been fought and lost. He considered it the part 
of true wisdom, when such a decision is made, to 
submit. I[t is res adjudicata. If there isa time for 
all things, a time to contend, there is also a time 
togiveup. He should, therefore, vote against any 
further attempt to separate these bills. He be- 


lieved, if attempted, it would be ineffectual, and |! 


would lead to still further procrgstination. For 
himself, he thought the expressed will of the Sen- 
ate should be obeyed. Both subjects had been 
fully, not to say unnecessarily, discussed. Noth- 
ing, therefore, would be gained by any further 
attempt to separate them. The Senate 1s as well 
prepared for a decision now as it ever can be; and 
to continue a discussion upon this subject of sepa- 


ration would be to occupy its time with a question | 
of but little importance, while the necessities of | 
the country for prompt action are everywhere | 
known and felt, and the public voice is calling for | 


the most decisive measures. The Administration 
has done and is doing its duty. Now let Congress 
do theirs; and the souner it is done, the better it will 
bedone. Heapproved of the amendment proposed 


'| by the Senator from Texas. He was prepared to || 


vote a gratuity in money to each soldier and vol- 
unteer. But he would suggest to that honorable 
Senator whether it would not be more advisable 
to make his amendment in the alternative; to allow 
the soldier or volunteer to receive his money or 
land at his option. ‘This, he believed, would be 
better and more satisfactory. If the soldier pre- 
ferred the money, he could take it, and then all 
their apprehensions respecting fraud and imposi- 
tion would be at an end. 

Mr. SIMMONS said he had prepared such an 
addition to Mr. Ruskx’s amendment. ; 

Mr. CASS observed he would then yield the 
floor. 

“Mr. RUSK said he had withdrawn his amend- 
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be connected with the present bill, he would now 
renew it. 

The amendment was then read, and is as fol- 
lows: 


*“ That to each non-commissioned officer, musician, and 
private, of the regulars, volunteers, and militia, who has en- 
gaged or shall engage to serve for twelve months or during 
the war with Mexico, and who shall actually serve for the 
term of one year, unless killed or dying in the service, or 
who shall be discharged honorably before the expiration of 
his term of service, in consequence of wounds received, or 
sickness incurred in the course of such service, there shall 
be issued by the Secretary of the Treasury a scrip for the 
sum of one hundred dollars, bearing interest at six per cent. 
per annum, payable semi-annually, and redeemable in ten 
years, and to all who shall have served for six months, died, 


i 


done so, though not to the extent now charged i or been discharged in consequence of wounds received, or 
upon it by the Senator from Missouri. The eigh- |! 
teen days spent upon this bill cannot all be fairly | 
charged to this conjunction. All who have spoken, 
and himself among the rest, must take their part 
| in the censure for the delay. The subject had been 
diffusively discussed—more ‘so, probably, than it 
| required. He presumed the opinion of every Sen- 
ator had been made up some time since, and it is 
to be regretted that a vote could not have been | 
| taken days ago, and still more to be regretted that | 
appearances indicate still further procrastination. 


sickness incurred, in the course of such service, there shail 
be issued by the Secretary of the Treasury a serip for the 
sum of fifty dollars, bearing interest at six per cent. per an- 
uum, payable semi-annually, and redeemable in ten years.’? 
Mr. SIMMONS said that he had prepared an 
amendment to the amendment of the Senator from 
| Ohio, providing that the soldiers who are entitled 
| to one hundred and sixty acres of land, should 
| have the option of taking a warrant for the land, 
| ora treasury scrip for one hundred dollars, and 
those who were entitled to eighty acres, should 
have the option of taking a warrant for the land, 
| or a treasury scrip for fifty dollars—said scrip to 
| bear six per cent. interest and payable in ten years. 
| He desired to know whether the Senator from 
Texas would accept this as a substitute for his own 
| amendment. 


|| Mr. RUSK said he should prefer his own amend- 
| ment with a litde alteration, viz: the addition of the 
| words ‘* ifthe war Should last so long.”” 
| Mr. HUNTINGTON said there was very great 
| objection to the amendment of the Senator from 
‘|| Texas. It would create a loan or stock redeem- 
able in ten years. It would authorize the Secre- 
|| tary to issue scrip for ten years at six per cent. in- 
terest. It might be reasonable to give the soldier 
a bounty, but why should they give the notes of 
} the Government? Having authorized twenty-eight 
| millions of due bills or promissory notes redeem- 
able in twenty years with six per cent, interest, he 
| was not willing to issue another stock at six per 
| cent. to the soldier. He preferred the amendment 
| of his friend from Ohio, [Mr. Conwin,] even as 
| between money and land scrip. But as to this he 
| was entirely opposed to it. 
Mr. CALHOUN hoped the Senator from Texas 
| would allow the vote to be taken on his amen¢- 
ment without the provision for interest. Without 
| that provision it would soon be absorbed, but with 
| it, it would create a great public debt. 
| Mr. BREESE said that he considered the amend- 
| ment of the Senator from Texas, without the mod- 
| ification suggested, the most objectionable. The 
| scrip for land issued without interest would depre- 
| ciate fifty per cent. in six months. It would be- 
|| come a circulation, He thought it was better for 
'| the Government to give land than to give money 
i-derived from these lands, inasmuch as the lands 
'| cost the Government but about twenty-three cents 
| the acre. 
‘|| Mr. BENTON said he looked upon the propo- 
sition of the Senator from Texas, objectionable in 
itself, as creating a public debt for ten years and 
delivering up the whole of the public land to rav- 
age. But manifold as were his objections to the 
proposition of the Senator from Texas, he con- 
sidered it would be, at least, a deliverance from a 
worse evil. 

Mr. ARCHER expressed himself in favor of 
the proposition of the Senator from Texas, pro- 
vided it were so modified as to exclude the interest 
on the seri 


| 
Mr. BADGER said, inasmuch as this subject 
| 


| 


had been fully discussed in committee of the whole, 
_and as the amendment of the Senator from Ohio 
{| had been there adopted, he thought the true course 
| for omy Senator who was in favor of giving this 
| bounty land ‘to the soldiers, was to vote against 
|| every amendment now proposed or to be offered, 


and give to it the sanction of the Senate, as it had 


received the sanction of the committee. He was 
still more strongly inclined to that opinion, because 
his friend from Virginia, {Mr. Ancuer,} who wes 


known to he opposed to the whole project, had 
seemed to favor some of the projects which had 


ment with a view of offering it as a substitute for | recently been offered; and when he saw that Sena- 


the separate bill from the House in relation to 
bounty lands, when that should come up for con- 
sideration, but as it was evident that a majority of || whole system, he recurred to the o 
the Senate were determined that the subjest shdfld 


tor supporting a plan to give bounty lands to sol- 


diers, when he was known to be Poe to the 
warning— 
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intended by this act of generalship to get out of the 
matter altogether. 

Mr. HANNEGAN meant to vote for the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Corwin,] 


THE 


give it in land or money. 


just taken his seat, for one, would leave it optional 
| with the soldier to take either. But did the Senator 


if it were modified by striking out the proviso, 1 propose that he should have a double rene. Bed 
r. 


which only gave those now in the field eighty acres, | 


while those hereafter to be called out were to have 
one hundred and sixty acres. 


Mr. BUTLER was glad that they had at last | 


got an amendment to pay the soldiers in money, | 


and notin land. He would give the soldier a note 
for one hundred dollars, bearing interest. 


jand from falling into the hands of those specula- 
tors. 


of the United States. 


He would give money, then, and would |) hundred dollars in money to the soldier of twelve || 


move to amend the amendment so as to give the | 


soldier at his discharge the sum of fifty dollars. 

Mr. BREESE would prefer that the Lande should 
be given, as it cost the Government only twenty- 
three cents on acre. 
be given by the amendment of the Senator from 
Texas, alee it was made receivable for the pub- 
lic lands, it will be worth comparatively nothing. 

Mr. RUSK called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. ALLEN would prefer the proposition of 
the Senator from Texas, if it would assume the 
alternative form, and leave it discretionary with the 
soldier whether he took a hundred and sixty acres 
of land, or. the stock created by the amendment. 
In that form it Would accomplish many important 
objects. The law would adjust itself to the cir- 
cumstances of the men who would receive its bene- 
fits. The volunteers of Pennsylvania, where there 
was no public land, who did not desire to go to 
the West, would naturally take the money bounty; 
while those who reside in the western States, where 
there are rich lands in their immediate vicinity, if 
their circumstances were such as to make it desi- 
rable to occupy the land, would take land, and be- 
come freeholders. Thus it would adjust itself to 
the condition of the troops as they found themselves 
at the end of the war. By presenting this alterna- 
tive the great and unanswerable objections to al- 
lowing this land to go without restrictions would 
be enurely done away with. He feared it would 
be impossible to impose sufficient restrictions, but 
the best would be to give the soldier the alternative 
to take either land or money. 

There were many, both regulars and volunteers, 
who had gone into the Mexican war, and who 
would sull go from States where they would de- 
sire to reside when they returned from the war. 
But if they desired to go to the new States, they 
might not have the ability to settle their affairs and 
go for a number of years, and all this time their 
capital would lie unprofitable in their pockets; and 
therefore they should be paid in an equivalent 


which they could make available. It had been said | 


by his friend from Illinois [Mr. Breese,] that this 


kind of stock could depreciate. So all stocks could 
depreciate which had no other security than the | 
endorsement of the Government. The smallness of | 
the stock, it had been said, would be a means of | 
depreciating the stock; but he held a contrary opin- | 


ion, for it would enable small money dealers—men 


who have but small amounts to invest—to pur- || 


chase this stock. On second thoughts, then, he 
thought the smallness of the denomination would 
keep up the stock. 

Under all the aspects, then, in which this subject 
Ee d itself, after all the discussions they had 
sad, afler the struggle of many minds which they 
had witnessed, he thought the best way to do this 
business was to dispose of it while the arguments 
were all fresh in their recollections. He had de- 
sired to keep the two subjects distinct, and, by ad- 
vocating that course, he was in no danger of being 
supposed to be opposed to the bounty system, for 
he had given evidence of his inclinations on that 
subject; but now they had arrived at such a stage 
that he was strongly disposed to favor the propo- 
sition of his friend from ‘Texas, especially if that 
Senator would give it the alternative form as he 
had su eested. 

Mr. EVANS said he had taken no part in any 
of these discussions on this bill, nor had he voted 


on rany of the amendments, nor now did he pro- || 


pose to do more than say a few words. The mat- 
tei of difference between the Senators on different 
sides of that Chamber seemed to be this: while 
there seemed to be a pretty general intention to 
give a bounty to the soldier at the end of his term 


j 


| which was but about one half. 
| money, he could buy land, if necessary. 
The |! 
speculators could not rob him of that; while, with | 
Al 


and? The amendment of the Senator from Ohio [ 

Corwin] proposed to give one hundred and sixty 
acres of land; while the other amendment proposed 
an alternative of one hundred doliars in money, 
If they gave him 
He saw 


| no necessity, either, for the scrip to be made re- 


=e : ey, | ceivable in payment for public land, any more than 
all their restrictions, they could not prohibit the | 


any other scrip. It was to be a six per cent. stock 
They proposed to give one 
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j 


months’ service, and fifty dollars to soldiers of a | 


less term; but, as they had not cash in hand for || 


that purpose, they made a loan; and, instead of | 


| giving money which ‘they had not, they gave a. 


As to the scrip proposed to || certificate of stock, bearing six per cent. interest, 


| payable half-yearly, exactly as all public stocks 


were. 
else. 


| 





__ San. 29, 


of service, the question was whether they would | the clearimg up and settlement of these lenis gas 
The Senator who had || given them, and will become independent freehold. 


ers by the process, and more useful to society than 
| if they return in search of employment to thei; 
old homes. There is plenty of room in the West 
| and Southwest for such citizens. As to the extra. 
| ordinary fuss about the public lands, and eXtin- 
| guishing the revenue from it, always made when 
any measure changing the present huckstering 
| system is proposed, this measure cannot affect any 
revenue till the war is over; and then, if all the 
lands settled were by the soldiers, and if nobody 
else bought any, it would only exhaust five years 
of the land revenue, for it is about $2,000,000 » 
| year. But can it be supposed this law would sto 
everybody else from purchasing? By no means 
It will, on the contrary, increase purchases by 
others. It will enhance the value and increase the 
price of our public lands. Does not their settle. 
ment, or the prospect of their settlement, always 
have such effect? Hence, also, was he in favor of 


| the restriction from sale, by the soldier, for some 


It was a public stock, then, and nothing || 


Mr. BREESE made some explanation; but it | 


was inaudible in the gallery. 


i 
j 
i 


Mr. EVANS. What would a soldier think of | 


a promissory note for ten years? ao forty dol- 
lars would be its full value. But stock at six per 
cent. interest, and payable half-yearly—unless the 


war were of longer duration than he expected, and | 


the public debt increased beyond all anticipation— | 


} 


would advance to over one hundred dollars to the | 


soldier, and, as the interest would be paid semi- 
annually, it would lead him to habits of prudence 
and forethought and economy. Such would be its 
general tendency. He felt much inclined to press 
a vote on that form of amendment, so that we could 
say to the soldier, when he came out of the war, 
that he should" have not only all his pay, buat a 
gratuity, and in such a shape as would induce him 


to preserve it, and to husband it, and, if he died, 





| 


| 
| soldier a gratuity. 
\| 
i} 
\| 


leave a small semi-annual sum to his family. 


he required it, he could go to market and raise the 
principal. But, if he took land, there would be so 
much thrown into the market by soldiers who did 
not desire to occupy it, that the price would decline. 
Looking, then, at the tendencies of the two modes, 


it seemed to be both cheaper and better to give the 


Mr. WESTCOTT said he desired to state the 
grounds upon which he voted. He should vote 
against the amendment of the Senator from Texas, 
and then against concurring in that of the Senator 


| from Ohio, [Mr. Corwiy,] with the hope that if 


| 


| both were rejected, the Senate would fall back on 
some better proposition than either. He did not, 
as he had often before declared, regard the public 
lands of such vital importance, as a source of rev- 
enue. He would not look to them as a source of 
revenue, 
them by the United States, as a nuisance. It kept 
up a standing army of officeholders. He hoped 
| the time would soon come when the settled policy 
| of the Government would be to give them to actual 


He | 
believed the soldier would rather have it in that || 
shape, than in land to double the amount; for, if || 


1 


' 


| 


| 
| 


] 


| settlers. He was, and had been from the first, as || First, he did not believe that the patriotism of the 


| his votes had shown, in favor of one hundred and | 
| sixty acres to every volunteer and regular, and 


|| under the conditions and restrictions propose i 
| other day by the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Ben- || thousands than could be received. The difficulty 


| He was in favor of those retrictions: ]st, || consisted in repelling the tide of 


TON. ] 


| 


d the | 


os after the war, and for securing the land to 
is children and widow, because it would prevent 
any decrease of sales by the United States to 
| others. Purchasers could not look to the soldiers, 
| but must look to the United States. Mr. W., 
said, he had looked at the House land-bounty bill, 
as sent up to the Senate, and now on the table, 
and he hoped all the amendments now proposed 
would be rejected; and it adopted, with restrictions 
against alienation. He had only been induced to 
make this explanation, lest his vote should be mis- 
understood. He said the imputation against those 
in favor of giving bounty lands to the regulars and 
volunteers, of seeking to clog or delay this bill to 
increase the army, so far as it might be supposed 
to apply to himself, was unjust. He deemed it 


|| proper that the bounty land should be given by 


this bill, to show the soldier what he was to have, 
| and to induce him to enter the service. He had 
on every occasion voted against postponing or de- 
ferring the bill, and those opposed to the bounty 
lands had themselves occasioned as much of the 
delay as the other side. 
The question was then taken upon agreeing to 
the amendment of the Senator from Texas, [Mr. 
Rvusx,] and decided in the negative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Atchison. Atherton, Bag- 

by, Benton, Butler, Cass, Chalmers, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, 
Hannegan, Houston, Lewis, Mason, Niles, Rusk, Sevier, 
Speight, Turney, and Yulee—22. 
_ NAYS—Mesers. Ashley, Badger, Berrien, Calhoun, Cam- 
eron, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Huntington, Jarnagin, Mangum, 
Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, Web- 
ster, Westcott, and Woodbridge—24. 


The question then recurring upon concurring in 
the amendment made in Committee of the Whole, 


| Mr. BUTLER offered an amendment precisely 
| similar to that which had just been negatived, with 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
i 
| 


| the exception that the amount of treasury serip to 
be given in the two cases should be reduced from 


He regarded the continued retention of || one hundred to fifty dollara, and from fifty to 


| twenty-five dollars. 

| Mr. BAGBY said that he would state a few 
reasons for the vote he was about to give. He 
had voted against this proposition for two reasons. 
| people of the country required any stimulant to 
| induce them to engage in this war. In every 
| State more troops had offered their services by 


triotism, and 


| t protect the soldier from speculation; 2d, to effect || not in putting it in motion. Mr. . was opposed 
‘| the actual settlement of the bounty land by the || to it for another reason. He was in favor of a 


|| soldier, when the war was over. This last motive || well-arranged and di 


gested system of bounties to 


| had not been avowed on this floor; but he did not |! those who fought the battles of the country; but 


1 
i} 


hesitate to say it was a strong inducement with || he was not in favor of a system which opened a 
him, and he desired it to be a condition—a part of || boundless field of speculation, fraud, and plunder. 
'| the consideration of the grant of the land. As to | When the bounty-land bill from the House came 


|| the complaint that it operated unequally upon the | up, he would give it his support, provided the 


| volunteers and soldiers of the Atlantic 


if 


tates, who | 


rights of the soldiers were guarded against the 


did not desire to settle in the new States, and those | mapecity of speculators. 


from the new States, it might as well be argued 
that the price fixed by law for the lands now 


he question was then taken upon agreeing to 
| the amendment of the Senator from South Caro- 


| ($1 25 per acre) was unequal in the same way. || lina, [Mr. Burier,] and decided in the negative, 
|The Atlantic citizen had to go to the West or 


| South to examine the lands—had to incur expen- 


| Ses to get to them, which the purchaser near them 
| did not. The class of citizens who generally 
| volunteer or inlist as privates, are those who, if 
possessed of these lands, will be most likely to 
| setfle on them. They are generally young men 
‘who desire employment, and wil be given it in 


. 





as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Butler 

Dix, Fairfield, Mason, Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Speight, Turney 

and Yulee—14. ; aig : 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Badger, Berrien, 

Breese, Bright, Galhoun, Cameron, Cass, Chaliners, Cilley, 

Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, 

ao gun "Miler, Morehead, Bearer 

? . 


dagen, Tasaagis, "Weagum, 
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